el 


we 


Ne Ve OS oem oS 





, 
y 
r, 


le 


e 
8 
y 












) 


| 


a leg 
\W / 


G 


THE AMERICAN {| TELEPHONE JOURNAL 


Comprising Telephony, American Telephone Journal, Telephone Weekly, Telephone Magazine, Telephone Securities, The Telephone, Sound Waves 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORP. 


608 S. Dearborn St., CHICAGO 





H. D. FARGO, Prestpent anp TREASURER 
S. R. EDWARDS, Epitor anp Secretary 


H. D. FARGO, Jr., Vice-Presipent AND ADVERTISING MANAGER 
D. C. SORENSEN, Western Apvertisinc Manaczer 





Entered as second-class matter September 4, 1908, at the postoffice at Chicago, Ill., under act of March 3, 1879. 














Volume 97 sneepeen —— 5° A nw 2 ee 
Number 21 CHICAGO, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1929 3 “canada, "$5 Other Countries 
Principles that use of service and 


are vitally -important 
to the telephone in- 
dustry are laid down 
in the famous Cali- 
fornia and New York telephone rate cases 
which came to a settlement this month 
after many years of hotly-contested liti- 
gation. It is a singular coincidence that 
in each case—one of the Atlantic seaboard 
and the other at’ the extreme limit of the 
country on the Pacific coast—the official 
decision reached was that the telephone 
company is entitled to a 7 per cent return 
on its property. 
* * * * 

The New York decision was rendered 
by the federal statutory court, while the 
California ruling was handed down by the 
state railroad commission. The special 
master’s report fixed the New York Tele- 
phone Co.’s valuation at a figure that 
The city 


authorities contended for a 6 per cent re- 


meant an 8 per cent return. 


turn, and the court split the difference and 
made it 7 per cent. 

In California, the Pacific Bell company 
Was getting less than 4 per cent in the 
San Francisco territory, while around Los 
Angeles its return was above 9 per cent. 
The railroad commission raised the one 
and reduced the other, making the net ap- 
Proxim=tely 7 per cent for the whole state. 


Appar: tly the court and 


commission 
minds n in similar channels, and, al- 
though °000 miles apart, their decisions 
were a! je. 
x * *k x 
The upromise in California involved 
for th: 


rst time an application of the so- 


IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES INVOLVED 
IN TELEPHONE RATE CASES The 


called “ceiling rule” which operates so that 
a company having a state-wide business, 
which is on a reasonable earning basis 
as a whole, may not select one section 
where its earnings are subnormal and get 
a rate increase there without expecting a 
decrease in the “fat” area. The purpose 
of the rule is to prevent an increase in 
the whole state earnings by adjusting the 
“lean” territory. 

Unless carefully guarded, this “leveling 
off” process is likely to lead to complica- 
tions. On the surface it would seem that 
every community should stand on its own 
vottom and pay rates that will cover the 
cost of its own service. At the same time, 
if rigidly enforced, this plan would work 
a hardship on people needing telephone 
service in sparsely-settled regions where 
the per station expense would run much 
higher than in more populous territory. 

The “rule of reason” principle will have 
to be adopted if the “ceiling rule” works 
out satisfactorily. 

Business Station Rates. 

One of the findings of the California 
commission concerns the relation between 
business and residence telephones. 

“As a community grows,” it says, “the 
value of telephone service to business sub- 
scribers increases at a much faster rate 
than to residence subscribers. In fact, the 
value to residence subscribers is apt to 
reach a maximum at which point an in- 


crease in rates may result in a decrease in 


no material increase 
in revenue.” 
commission, 

therefore, recom- 
mended as reasonable that business should 
bear a greater proportion of the increase 
than residence service. 

Business rates in San Francisco, as ad- 
justed, do away with the complex and in- 
flexible schedule that dates back to 1894. 
Also, the changes effected for residence 
subscribers, eliminating residence  coin- 
box and four-party line service and sub- 
stituting the two-party message rate serv- 
ice, are expected to improve materially 
telephone conditions and satisfy the public 
demands. 

a oe 

It is noted that the commission says 
that the 1% per cent of gross revenues 
charged the Pacific Bell. company by the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. “for 
administrative, supervisory and other ser- 
vice is not found from the evidence to be 
excessive.” 

Several years ago, when the parent Bell 
company charged its associated companies 
4% per cent for such services, it also fur- 
nished them with telephone instruments. 
When this fee was reduced to 1% per 
cent, the associated companies had to pay 
In the Pacific Bell 
case the commission knocked $350,000 off 


for such instruments. 


the appraisal “on account of excess pay- 
ment for telephone instruments, the price 
paid to the American company being un- 
reasonable as indicated by the testimony.” 

Another 


finding of the commission 


makes a reduction of $480,000 in the re- 
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production cost new, “on account of ap- 
of the Western 
Electric Co. in acting as manufacturing, 


parent excess profits 
supply, store and repair agent for associ- 
ated companies.” 

These are points that will not be over- 
looked when Congress starts its investi- 
gation of public utility holding companies. 
The Depreciation Angle. 

The vexed question of depreciation fig- 
ured largely as a factor in the New York 
case. Of the total disallowance made by 
the court from the company’s figures— 
amounting to $120,000,000—more than 60 
millions represented the difference between 
the depreciation reserve and the alleged 
actual depreciation allowed by the special 
master’s favorable report. 

It was pointed out that the company, in 
its rate structure, had made allowances for 
depreciation greater than was actually re- 
quired. In its opposition the city con- 
tended that charging the subscriber for 
depreciation on one basis and crediting him 
with smaller sums on another was unfair. 
The court decision, in effect, sustained 
this view, although in so doing it ruled 
decision of an 


contrary to a previous 


earlier statutory court in another tele- 
phone case. 
* * x 
A peculiar feature of the New York 


case is that the valuation figures on which 
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COMING CONVENTIONS. 


Canadian Independent Telephone As- 
sociation, Hote! Carls-Rite, Toronto, 
November 26 and 27. 

South Dakota Telephune Association, 
Watertown, Hotel Lincoln, January 14, 
15 and 16. 

Oklahoma Utilities Association. 
Tulsa, March 11, 12 and 13. 

Nebraska Telephone Association, 
Omaha, Hotel Paxton, February 11, 12 
and 13. 

Pennsylvania State Telephone & 
Traffic Association, Penn-Harris Hotel, 
Harrisburg, May 13, 14 and 15. 








the decision is based were as of July 1, 
1926. During the nearly 3%4 years interven- 
ing, President McCulloh says, the company 
has made large additions to its plant and 
property which must be taken into con- 
sideration before the new rates can be 
computed. Like the famous railroad valu- 
before 
Commission, it*seems impossible to catch 


ations the Interstate Commerce 
up with events and bring the records down 
to date. 

Incidentally, President McCulloh hit the 
nail on the head when he said: “Telephone 
users are primarily interested in having 
telephone service that is adequate to their 
needs, and they will not be content with 
the cost 


inefficient service even though 


may be slightly less.” 





Vol. 97. No. 21 


Thanksgiving Day. 
In his proclamation designating next 
Thursday as the day for the people of the 
United States to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
President Hoover lists some of the prin- 
cipal blessings America enjoys, but, effic- 
cient and capable as he is, the President 
Nobody could 


“Thank (x rd, 


could not name them all. 
do the subject full justice. 


. I live in the United States” is the best 


motto for an American citizen to adopt— 
and live up to. 

Of course, a good many people will find 
it difficult to be adequately grateful he- 
cause they regret hanging around too long 
in the stock market, but most of the losses 
represent merely the wiping out of paper 
profits. Some, unfortunately, have lost 
real money in trying to save imaginary 
gains, but as a matter of fact no actual 
property has been destroyed. “Imaginary 
gains” is the correct term, for, as one ex- 
pert analyzes the situation, “Hundreds of 
millions of the profits which have disap- 
peared, never existed anywhere except on 
the ledgers of brokerage and _ banking 
houses.” 

Outside the speculative field, business is 
good, and the man who lifts his eyes from 
the ticker tape and looks around will see 
that America is still the best country on 
earth to live in. 

Remember that fact next Thursday. 


Missouri Holds Record Convention 


Success of the Annual Meeting of Missouri Association Indicates Successful 
Functioning of Organization and Endorsement of Work by Members—Pro- 
gram Especially Interesting With Helpful Group Conferences and Discussions 


In many respects the attendance and the 
spirit exhibited at a state convention re- 
flect the condition of the industry in that 
state and directly they indicate the success 
of association effort during the preceding 
year. Judged on this basis, the Missouri 
Telephone Association, since its annual 
convention last November, has been most 
successful and is prospering accordingly. 

This year’s annual convention was held 
at Hotel President, Kansas City, Novem- 
ber 13 and 14. The spirit displayed, inter- 
est in addresses, participation in discus- 
sions, inspections of exhibits, all were of 
such degree as to well merit the designa- 
tion of “the best telephone convention Mis- 
souri has ever held.” The old-timers, 
those who have been attending Missouri 
conventions from.as far back as 1904, and 
the younger people whose memories of con- 


By Stanley R. Edwards 


ventions extend back only a few years, 
were unanimous in this classification of 
this year’s annual gathering. It was a 
“live meeting of live telephone people.” 
The attendance, while not as large as at 
some annual meetings, due undoubtedly to 
poor weather conditions, was over the 300- 
mark. 

Every the program was 
an exceptionally high class one and of par- 
ticular interest to everyone. It was noted 
that few persons left the convention hall 
until the session adjourned—once in, they 
stayed. The operators’ school and confer- 
ence, now a regular feature of the Missouri 
convention, was especially interesting be- 
cause of the manner in which the discus- 
sions were presented. 

The linemen’s and troublemen’s school 
and conference, an entirely new departure, 


address on 


was considered so successful that the con- 
vention took official notice of it in declar- 
ing to make such a school a regular part 
of future convention programs. 

The banquet on Wednesday was the 
largest attended in the association’s history 
and the evening was apparently thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. 

At the final session on Thursday aiter- 
noon, these officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Houck McHenry, Jefferson City: 
first vice-president, A. M. Benedict, Rich- 
ards; second vice-president, S. D. Thomp- 
son, Cameron; third vice-president, G. W. 
Schweer, Clinton; fourth vice-president, 
F. M. Brown, Clarence; treaurer, V. E- 
Chaney, Kansas City, and secretary, R. W. 
Hedrick, Jefferson City. 

F. M. Brown is the only new officer, suc- 
ceeding W. N. Wicks of Willow Springs: 
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The executive committee selected con- 
sists of W. H. Bassett, St. Louis; E. F. 
Carter, Columbia; C. W. Boutin, Cape 
Girardeau; G. B. Foscue, Kansas City; 
M. L. Golladay, Holden; S. T. Neill, Clin- 
ion: S. D. Thompson, Cameron; H. C. 

















Houck McHenry, of Jefferson City, Mo., 
President of the Missouri Telephone Asso-— 
ciation and Active in Its Affairs for 25 
Years, Was Honored at Convention With 
Presentation of Handsome Plaque. 


Todd, Marysville, and C. A. Vedder, St. 
Louis. 

Mr. Carter, who is vice-president and 
general manager of the Missouri Tele- 
phone Co. with headquarters at Columbia, 
is the only new member of the commit- 
tee, succeeding E. C. Blomeyer of Kansas 
City. 

The convention paid honor to its presid- 
ing officer, Houck McHenry, during the 
first session on Tuesday afternoon, by pre- 
senting him with a plaque of artistic and 
unique design. It is intended for hanging 
in the fine new office which he will occupy 
in the new building of the Capital City 
Telephone Co. at Jefferson City within a 
few months. 

The plaque consists of a base of finely- 
finished walnut upon which is mounted a 
silver tablet at the top of which is “1904” 
and at the bottom, “1929.” Inside of an 
outline of the state of Missouri are en- 
graved the adjacent words. 

To the right of the outline of the state 


at the top, artistically enclosed, appear the 
words, “Presented at the Annual Conven- 
tion, November 13, 1929, Kansas City, Mo.” 


A silver chain attached to the top of 


the Walnut base provides means for hang- 
ing the plaque upon the wall of Mr. Mc- 
Henry's new office. 


The laque is a handsome testimonial 


of the ‘teem in which the president of 
Missouri's state association is held by his 
associatcs in the industry. Mr. McHenry, 
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since the retirement of Frank L. Beam of 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio, from association ac- 
tivity, ranks as the dean of state associa- 
tion presidents. 

The presentation of the plaque on be- 
half of the association was made by M. 
L. Golladay, of Holden, and took Mr. Mc- 
Henry completely by surprise. 

The First Convention Session. 

The invocation by Rev. E. J. Kulp, 
pastor, Country Club Methodist Church, 
Kansas City, at the opening of the conven- 
tion on Tuesday afternoon, was a particu- 
larly fine one. 

Following it, President Houck McHenry, 
of Jefferson City, called upon J. C. Swift, 
vice-president, Chamber of Commerce, 
Kansas City, for the address of welcome. 
The sincerity of Mr. Swift’s words made 
the telephone men feel that they were 
really welcome to the city which Mr. 
Swift designated as having a greater num- 
ber of Americans than any other similar 
community. 

Dr. S. T. Neill, of Clinton, president, 
Osage Valley Telephone Co., in responding 
to the address of welcome, spoke of the 
companies of the 
neighbors of Kansas City and pointed out 
the increase in toll leads along the high- 


association as being 


ways as one approached Kansas City. 

“Old Telephone Men I Have Met,” was 
the subject interestingly presented by M. 
L. Golladay, Holden, general manager of 
Middle States Utilities Co. of Missouri. 

“One of the peculiar things,” said Mr. 
Golladay, “Is that most of us had to have 
other lines of business to support us while 
starting in the telephone field.” 

Mr. Golladay himself started in the drug 
business and he mentioned that Theodore 
Gary was engaged in house-moving. E. 
C. Blomeyer came from Texas and Mr. 
Golladay queted him as saying that he 
sometimes “got rates with a shotgun.” In 








To 
Houck McHenry 
From 
Missouri Telephone Association 
To 
Commemorate the Anniversary 
Of Twenty-five Years of 


Loyal and Faithful Service 








referring to G. W. Schweer, of Clinton, 
Mr. Golladay said that a speech by Mr. 
Schweer, as recorded in the minutes of an 
old meeting, especially emphasized the 
word “fit,” such as: “We fit the Bell, and 
want to keep on fitting.” 


— 
a 


Houck McHenry, the president of the 
association, was engaged in the moving 
transfer business in the early days of his 
telephone work. Mr. Golladay then pre- 
sented the plaque already described, to Mr. 
McHenry with a few words of comment. 

















R. W. Hedrick, Secretary of Missouri Tele— 

phone Association, Reported Increased Use 

of Association Services by Members and 

Urged Stili More Calls Be Made Upon it 
for Aid and Assistance. 

Mr. McHenry saying that he had never 
before felt the full meaning of the word 
“flabbergasted,” expressed his hearty ap- 
preciation of the presentation. “I cannot 
convey in words just what this means to 
me,” he said, “but it will ever be cherished. 
I hope never to do anything to cause you 
to regret having honored me in this way.” 
* The address of Milton R. Stahl, of Jef- 
ferson City, chairman of the Missouri Pub- 
lic Service Commission, on “The Impor- 
tance of Cooperation of Utilities with the 
Public Service Commission,” was an ex- 
cellent outline of the chairman’s personal 
views on regulation and how the companies 
and the commission can work together for 
the good of the public. 

Mr. Stahl emphasized the administrative 
aspects of the commission’s work, and 
urged that the companies cooperate with 
it along this line rather than to oblige the 
commission to act as a judicial body. His 
address made a deep impression on those 
present and many favorable comments 
were made concerning it. It is published 
in full on other pages of this issue. 

Most interesting was the illustrated ad- 
dress, “Installation of Buried Toll Cables,” 
by E. G. Greber, toll supervisor, South- 
western Bell Telephone Co., St. Louis. 

At the outset of his talk, Mr. Greber 
suggested the slogan of the three A’s, de- 
fined as “the ability of Anybody to talk to 
anyone in Any place at Any time.” This is 
a large order, he stated, but is being ap- 
proached and in large cities it *& necessary 
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to increase facilities. Then he told about 
the underground toll cables which are be- 
ing installed in the Southwestern Bell 
territory. 

Moving pictures of the three types of 
construction were shown. In Oklahoma, 
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at a lower figure than magneto and that a 
higher price can be obtained for it, the 
savings thus effected being probably the 
difference between a paying and a non- 
paying business. 

A. B. Elias, of St. Louis, vice-president, 








The Wire Chiefs’ School and Conference Held During Missouri Convention Last Week 
Was So Successful That It Will Be a Permanent Part of Future Conventions. 


the cable is placed underground in fiber 
conduit; in Missouri, the lead between 
Kansas City and St. Louis is being placed 
underground in vitrified clay conduit; and 
in Texas armored cable is used without 
conduit. The moving pictures showed de- 
tails of the installation of these three types 
of cable and were supplemented by ex- 
planatory comments of Mr. Greber. 

“Furnishing Modern Telephone Service 
to the Small Community at a Profit,” was 
the subject discussed by E. R. Stonaker, 
consulting traffic engineer, Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., Rochester, 
eS 

Mr. Stonaker, as the basis of his talk, 
stated that the residents of small communi- 
ties are just as anxious to have common 
battery telephone service as they are to 
have the latest type automobiles, radios, 
etc., and they are willing to pay for it. 
The telephone companies, however, have 
not applied the same principles as used by 
the automobile concerns—to sell to meet 
production; the telephones having been 
sold to meet demand. 

He quoted cost figures to indicate that 
common battery service can be provided 


Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., intro- 
duced to the convention by President Mc- 
Henry, expressed pleasure at the oppor- 
tunity to renew old acquaintances and 
friendships. He declared the service ren- 
dered by the association to its members of 
great value and that the association is for- 
tunate to have the services of President 
McHenry and Secretary Hedrick. As an 
officer of the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co., Mr. Elias spoke of his pleasure in do- 
ing business with the companies and the 
association. They are interdependent and 
cooperative. 

The convention committees were then 
announced by President McHenry as fol- 
lows: 

Nominating: J. O. Kent, Huntsville; P. 
R. Richmond, St. Louis; and Penn Love. 


Resolutions: Dr. S. T. Neill, Clinton;’ 


W. .H. Bassett, St. 
Brown of Clarence. 
Annual Banquet and Entertainment. 
The annual banquet, entertainment and 
dance, held Wednesday evening, was the 
largest attended in the association’s history, 

about 370 being present. 
Following an excellent dinner, a high 


Louis; and F. M. 
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class musical entertainment consisting oj 
piano, accordian and violin and banjo ¢¢. 
lection and vocal numbers, was presented, 
“After Dinner Reflections” were then re. 
ceived from Traverse Harrison. Mr. Har- 
rison’s humorous remarks were well pre- 
sented and those whose names appeared 
upon his roll of “notables” found their 
reputations greatly enhanced during the 
remainder of the convention. 

The entertainment committee was made 
up of G. B. Foscue, C. D. Kinne, R. B, 
Miles, C. A. Vedder, H. A. White and 
C. H. Warner. 

Group Meetings. 

Thursday morning was given over to the 
operators’ school and conference and the 
linemen’s and troublemen’s school and con- 
ference. 

More than 100 operators, chief operators 
and those interested in traffic work spent 
2% hours most profitably in listening to 
the traffic discussions. The operators’ 
conference in charge of E. F. Carter, gen- 
eral manager, Missouri Telephone Co. of 
Columbia had two very interesting dis- 
cussions and demonstrations. 

The first was on, “Improved Toll Oper- 
ating Methods,” presented by P. P. Chea- 
than, toll traffic supervisor, Kansas City, 
Mo. With the aid of different switch- 
boards and_ several operators, Mr. 
Cheathan traced calls and illustrated toll 
operating methods from one point to an- 
other through various switchboards. The 
demonstration brought out many ques- 
tions and comments and gave all an ex- 
ceptionally clear picture of correct toll op- 
erating methods and the reasons for them. 

“The Selection and Training of Em- 
ployes,” as presented by Miss Carrie Lee 
Thomas, employment supervisor, Kansas 
City, was an exceptionally practical and in- 
teresting exposition of employment meth- 
ods. Various types of girls were received 
and filled out application blanks for posi- 
tions. Miss Thomas illustrated the way 
in which the interviews should be conr- 








- 








—— 





Operators’ School and Conference at Kansas City, Mo., November, 14, During Annual Convention of Missouri Telephone Ass< iation 


Was Unusually Interesting. 


Five Demonstration Switchboards Were Utilized to Show Toll Operating Methods from One P 


nt to 


Another, Illuminated Lines Between Them Indicating Progress of the Calls. 
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ducted and how to treat the ones whose 
applications are rejected for various rea- 
sons, stich as being too old, overweight, 
not sufficiently educated, etc. 

Even though the telephone company has 
employment it must refuse it to those who 
need it and must tell them why and send 
them away feeling kindly toward the com- 
pany. This is at all times difficult and is 
often made more so by a traffic chief or 
department heads. The various interviews 
conducted by Miss Thomas covered many 
points that were particularly informative 
and valuable to those who have to do with 
the employing of operators. 

Wire Chiefs’ Conference. 

The wire chiefs’ conference, which was 
conducted by John J. Kline, chief engineer, 
Middle States Utilities Co. of Mo., Platts- 
burg, was a new departure for the Mis- 


ONE ABSOC/ATION 


4/9a?ze 
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spoke on the subject, “Personnel Work ” 
Mr. Oberlies’ presentation of the human 
side of telephone work was especially well 
received, and he was greeted with hearty 
applause upon his conclusion. 

He declared that human engineering has 
been found to be as important as any other 
work. Giving financial figures of business 
operations, he discussed the corporation 
and its attitude toward the public and then 
rapidly sketched the development of em- 
ploye relations. 

Taking up personnel work, Mr. Ober- 
lies described his particular work as trou- 
He related 
several stories well illustrating the interest 


ble-shooter of human relations. 


an employer should take in his employes’ 
welfare and the relationship which should’ 
His talk 
made a deep impression upon the telephone 


be maintained between them. 


on 
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showed the finances in good condition with 
a satisfactory balance on hand on October 
31 of this year. 

The report showed that the association 
now has a membership of 576,475 telephone 
stations within the state. During the year 
eight new members serving 16,486 stations 
and representing 46 additional exchanges, 
were brought into the association. 

Secretary R. W. Hedrick reported that 
the association is being used more often 
by its individual members than has pre- 
viously been the case. The Jefferson City 
office has represented the membership, in- 
dividually and collectively, before the dif- 
ferent boards.and commissions. 
stated Mr. 
make a fair report when we say the Mis- 


“We believe,” Hedrick, “we 


souri Telephone Association is on a stable 


foundation and is rendering service to 





fete: 
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Annual Banquet, Entertainment and Dance of the Missouri Telephone Association on November 13 at Kansas City, Attracted the 


Largest Attendance 


souri convention. The success attained by 
Mr. Kline with it was such that it was 
decided to make it a regular feature of 
future annual conventions. Between 40 and 
50 wire chiefs and plant men attended the 
meeting and all were most favorably im- 
pressed with it. 

There was no set program, a number of 
questions being brought up for informal 
discussion, several of which took the shape 
of blackboard chalk talks. The confer- 
ence opened with a short talk by Mr. 
Kline, after which the subject of buried 
cables was taken up. 

The hooking-up of, spare pairs in buried 
cable to an alarm system at the office with 
test jacks to locate the particular cable in 
tault, was described. There was a gen- 
eral discussion of equipment and mainte- 
hance problems and the electrolytic pro- 


tection of buried cable. Many valuable 
hints re given by Harry N. Faris, of 
Abilen Kans., and P. Kerr Higgins, of 
St. Louis. 

The Convention’s Final Session. 

At tl closing session on Thursday after- 
noon, t\\> most interesting addresses were 
given, lhe first speaker was L. C. Ober- 
i Lincoln, Neb., personnel director, Lin- 
coln 


lephone & Telegraph Co., who 


in Recent Years, 


people, many of whom saw their companies 
in a new light. 

The concluding address. on the program 
was a demonstration of “Causes and Ef- 
fects of Telephone Circuit Transmission 
Troubles,” presented by C. C. Yates, trans- 
mission engineer of Kansas City and his 
assistant. 

By means of a steriopticon to show scale 
deflections on an instrument with its scale 
calibrated in decibels, several defects of 
maintenance in the cord circuit and re- 
peating coil were shown, with the loss in 
decibels. The various losses in open con- 
densers, reversed windings, receiver across 
the toll cord circuit, were demonstrated. A 
loudspeaker and a cone were used to indi- 
cate the loss due to the use of bad cords, 
jacks and keys. 

High resistance in wire joints, receivers 
off the hook, bad dry cells, bad transmitter 
with good and bad dry cells, and the effect 
of the distance of the lip from the mouth- 
piece, concluded the demonstration in which 
great interest was taken. 

Taking up the association business, Presi- 
dent McHenry called upon Secretary Hed- 
rick for the treasurer’s report and the 
report of the secretary. The report of 
Treasurer V. E. Chaney, of Kansas City, 


Approximately 370 People 


Being Present. 


those who support it. Having a desire for 
greater efficiency and more service to its 
member companies, we hold ourselves open 
to comment and suggestions as to how we 
can become more efficient and better serve 
the business. 

“T believe it is right to say in conclusion, 
as I have stated at every telephone meet- 
ing heretofore, that the Missouri Tele- 
phone Association is a service bureau, or- 
ganized and maintained for the purpose of 
service to the telephone operators of this 
state. Your membership entitles you to 
the aid and assistance of the association 
and that aid and assistance is yours for 
the asking.” : 

The reports of Treasurer Chaney and 
Secretary Hedrick 
placed on file. 

The report of the nominating commit- 


were accepted and 


tee, suggesting officers and members of the 
executive committee, was read by Secre- 
tary Hedrick. Upon motion it was ac- 
cepted and those suggested for the various 
offices and executive committee were de- 
clared elected. These 
viously been given. 


names have - pre- 

The report of the resolutions committee 
was read by Dr. S. T. Neill. It conveyed 
thanks to President McHenry and Secre- 
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tary Hedrick for the admirable manner 
in which the arrangements had been made 
and the convention conducted. Thanks 
were extended to all the speakers and ap- 
preciation expressed for the hearty coop- 
eration of the manufacturers. The splen- 
did operators’ conference and wire chiefs’ 
conference were noted and the fine attend- 
ance commended. 

Other resolutions expressed appreciation 
at attendance of visitors from out of the 
state and thanks to the committee for the 
fine entertainment following the banquet. 

The resolutions were all unanimously 
adopted. 

Upon motion by M. L. Golladay, ap- 
pointment of a committee of three was au- 
thorized, to revise the constitution and by- 
laws and print and distribute them at the 
next convention. 

Another motion declared the linemen’s 
and troublemen’s school a “howling” suc- 
cess and expressed the opinion that it 
should be a regular feature of future con- 
ventions. 

Brief acknowledgements’ of introductions 
were made by Chas. C. Deering, of Des 
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Moines, Iowa, secretary, United States In- 
dependent Telephone Association; P. Kerr 
Higgins of St. louis; and L. M. Kraege, 
secretary of the Kansas Telephone Asso- 
ciation, Topeka, Kans. 

Number Dialed on Automatic Tele- 
phone Translated Into Words. 
Recent progress in television and de- 

velopments in talking motion pictures, aids 

to hearing, the artificial larynx and other 
by-products of telephone research, were 
pointed out, by H. P. Charlesworth in an 
address at the convention of the Tele- 
phone Pioneers of America at Minneapolis, 

Minn., last month. 

. Mr. Charlesworth referred to the 

growth of dial telephone service in the 

Bell system, and told of some of the im- 

provements made in developing equipment 

which will indicate trouble before it re- 
acts on the service or is discovered by the 
subscriber. 

Dial equipment, he stated, has been per- 
fected to the point where under certain 


conditions the machinery will even reroute. 


a call in case of difficulty, and at the 











stone door-step. 


worse. 


in days past. 


MORAL: 





THE EPITAPH ON THE OLD STONE STEPS 
By Miss Anne Barnes, 


Traveling Chief Operator, Iowa Independent Telephone Association, 
Des Moines, Iowa 


In a well-known old city, where I occasionally stop over for train connec- 
tions, the depot has a compelling interest for me. 
beautiful one, because it is not new or beautiful; in fact, it is very old, grisly, 
and hard-looking. The building, of which the waiting station is only a small 
part, was the city jail back in the turbulent wet days of the ’90’s. 
is now the depot waiting station was then the jail office. 

While I sit waiting for my train, there is always something fascinating 
in watching the feet of people hurrying back and forth across the worn old 


What a busy doorstep it has always been! 
its middle by the constant tread of many feet, tells a heart-gripping story of 
the old jail days: a story of unsteady feet; unwilling feet; feet that were de- 
liberately, recklessly, or weakly walked into trouble by their owners, and 
walked out again, if the law did not forbid, into something better or something 
And some of them back again many times. 

But of recent years, the feet that come over the worn old step into the 
building, do not lag, hesitate or pull back before stepping onto its uneven 
surface; and the feet that leave the building do not recklessly or dejectedly 
shuffle across the worn old stone, as they surely did in its distant jail days. 

Today, how buoyantly the feet of young, middle-aged, and elderly people 
step upon the sunken old stone step. Feet well shod, poorly shod, daintily 
shod; they come and they go at the pleasure of their owners. 
are wee baby feet fitting into the hollow places of the old stone step, and 
someone is saying, “Step carefully, darling. This old step is so uneven.” 

Not long ago, I saw unsteady, uncertain feet, heavily trying to find their 
way across the old stone step. They struggled under the swaying burden of 
their owner, as other feet have struggled in the olden days. 

The epitaph deeply engraved on the old stone step was written there by 
feet of many men and women who stooped to fatal folly and paid the price, 


Where are those men ard women now whose feet so indelibly engraved 
the misdeeds of their owners on the old stone step? 
We write our epitaphs while we live. 
thing—ugly or beautiful, noble or ignoble—to our epitaph. 


Not that it is a new or 


And what 


The pathway worn through 


Sometimes. there 


Each day we add some- 
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same time will turn in a signal indicating 
just where the trouble is. 

In some localities, it is necessary to 
transfer calls in the same exchange from 
dial to manual telephones. In such cases, 
when the subscriber dials a certain num- 
ber, the equipment flashes the number be- 
fore an operator, who completes the call 
to a manual telephone. The Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories have now developed 
equipment that speaks the number instead 
of flashing it. While not replacing the 
former arrangement, this new equipment 
will have interesting applications in the 
extension of dial service. 

At this point in his address, Mr. Charles- 
worth called the laboratories in New York 
City by long distance and requested the 
called party to dial a telephone number. 
When the number was dialed, the equip- 
ment translated the number into words, and 
the audience of Pioneers in the auditorium 
in Minneapolis, nearly 1,500 miles away, 
was astonished to hear a mechanical voice 
calling the number. 

In New York City before the local sec- 
tion of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers on November 7, Sergius 
F. Grace, assistant vice-president of the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, demonstrated 
the practical application of the equipment. 

To make a call with this new dial equip- 
ment, the subscriber turns the desired tele- 
phone number on the ordinary dial and the 
new device speaks the number to “Central.” 

With his finger a _ spectator dialed 
8561T, the letter being the exchange. 
About two seconds after he finished, the 
loud speaker said clearly in a human voice, 
“Eight five six one T.” 

So well has the equipment been per- 
fected, it was stated that it probably will 
go into use in New York City before the 
end of the year. Mr. Grace said it would 
be used to simplify and speed the hooking 
together of automatic and manually oper- 
ated telephone exchanges, and would en- 
able the operators employed on the manual 
systems to hear the automatic call like 
any other call. The device will also make 
possible the speeding up of long distance 
calls from automatic telephones through 
rural exchanges. 

He explained that the spoken numbers 
on the new automatic telephone were pro- 
duced by talkie films. They were made by 
a girl considered to have the clearest voice 
among New York City’s telephone opera- 
tors. The films, of which there are ten, 
one for each of the numerals from zero to 
nine, are wound on drums, which are made 
to revolve automatically by dialing of the 
numbers. 


Prices in the Metal Markets. 
New York, November 18.—Copper— 
Quiet; electrolytic, spot and future, 18¢. 
Lead—Steady; spot New York, »0.25¢; 





East St. Louis, 6.10. Zinc—Quiet: East 
St. Louis spot and future, 6.10. 








Utilities’ Cooperation With Commission 


Cooperation of Utilities With Public Service Commission Important in Facili- 
tating State Regulation—Companies and Public Benefit—How Commission 
Helps Companies—Address at Annual Convention of Missouri Association 


By Milton R. Stahl, 


Chairman, Missouri Public Service Commission, Jefferson City, Mo. 


It is to the interest of the utilities that 
commission regulation function smoothly 
and expeditiously, and you can aid us in 
accomplishing this by close cooperation. It 
is likewise to the interest of the public—the 
consumers of your services—that all mat- 
ters coming before the commission affect- 
ing them and those who serve them, be 
handled with a minimum of 
delay. 

In this address I am expressing my per- 
sonal views and am not speaking for or on 
behalf of the commission. It must be un- 
derstood, therefore, that I am not making 
any pronouncements of official policy. 

There have been significant 
changes in the telephone business in Mis- 
souri in the last two years. Consolidations 
have been proceeding rapidly as in the 
electrical utility field and in business gen- 
erally. In 1927 there were about 1,300 
telephone. companies operating in this state. 
This includes all the mutual companies 
which are not under the jurisdiction of the 
commission. In that year there were in 
Missouri subject to the jurisdiction of the 
commission, 554 companies operating 721 
exchanges. 


irritating 


some 


Telephone Consolidations Since 1927. . 


Since 1927 numerous consolidations have 
taken place, and there are now in this state 
subject to the jurisdiction of the commis- 
sion, 310 companies operating approxi- 
mately the same number of exchanges as 
existed in 1927. This is a decrease of 244 
companies, or 44 per cent in less than three 
years. The Bell company operates about 
75 exchanges; one company owns 58 ex- 
changes, one company, 36, one company, 
25, one company 24, and 264 companies 
operate only one exchange. The balance, 
or about 41 companies, operate two or 
more exchanges. 

These consolidations can be justified only 
if they result in better service to the public 
at reduced costs. I believe that consolida- 
tions of small telephone companies will 
result in greater efficiency of operation and 
in red:ced operating expenses, but these 
results will not justify them unless the 
benefit. are handed down to the consumer. 
And tl cre is the big question. Many con- 
Solidations with a sound economic basis 


will be able to pass these benefits to the 
public: .ome may not be able to do so. 

In several orders approving purchases 
of stocl, the commission has been com- 
Pelled 1. comment oti excessive prices paid, 
and ha 


included in its order a warning 


that rates will not be based on the pur- 
chase price. Rates will be based only on 
the value of the plant. 
can make only such rates as yield a fair 
return on the physical value of the plant, 
but cannot and will not take into con- 
sideration the price paid. 
Aspects of Commission Work. 

If excessive prices have been paid the 
commission will not permit maintenance to 
be deferred in order to make the property 
yield a return on the investment. The com- 
mission would be remiss in its duty if it 
failed to require that the public utilities 
subject to its jurisdiction render adequate 
service and properly maintain their plants 
out of current earnings. They should also 
be ready to make such additions and bet- 
terments as are necessary to extend the 
service and keep the plant abreast of the 
art. 

There are two aspects to the work of 
the public service commission. It is an ad- 
ministrative body, and it is also a quasi 
judicial body. 

The commission could simply set all 
complaints for hearing and decide them 
by report and order, as a court does cases 
arising before it. This would be placing 
emphasis on the judicial aspect of the 
work. 


The commission 


The commission could seek by investiga- 
tion and conference to bring the utilities 
and their customers together and compose 
their differences wherever it is possible to 
do so. This is placing emphasis on the 
administrative aspect of its work. 

I believe that the commission will realize 
the hopes of its friends and justify its ex- 
istences both in the interest of the utilities 
and the public, in placing the greatest pos- 
sible emphasis on the administrative aspects 
of its work, rather than the judicial. 


Illustration of Case. 
An actual case before the commission, 


will illustrate what I mean. The street 
railway in St. Louis filed a schedule of 
increased fares providing for a cash fare 
of 10 cents and four tokens for 30 cents. 
There was great public opposition to the 
schedule. In accordance with the law, the 
commission suspended the schedule. 

If the commission had kept to the 
judicial aspect of its work, it would have 
set the case down in due course, heard it, 
and issued a report and order based on 
the facts and law. Instead of doing this, 
the commission devised a new theory of 
fares, never heretofore tried, which was 
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based upon the theory of electrical rates. 

This schedule provides for a straight 10- 
cent fare and a transferable commutation 
ticket good for 12 rides for 90 cents and 
valid only for one week. If the rider uses 
up the 12 rides in the week, he can ride for 
five cents during the remainder of that 
week by showing the ticket. 

The commission then called in the city 
counselor and the officers of the company 
and persuaded them to agree on the sched- 
ule for a trial period. The schedule has 
brought additional revenue to the company 
without public opposition. This was an 
exercise of its administrative function. 
This is the policy which I believe the com- 
mission should pursue rather than the 
strictly judicial view. 

Often the interest of the utility and the 
public is identical, although one or the 
other party does not or cannot realize it. 
If the commission can get the utility and 
the representatives of the public before it 
in an informal conference, a common basis 
can often be found satisfactory to both 
parties and to the best interest of both 
parties. In this way expensive hearings 
can be prevented and better public rela- 
tions maintained. Formal hearings may 
cause wounds which do not heal easily. 
Compromises, freely arrived at, promote 
better public relations. 

Many Hearings Unnecessary. 

I am convinced that many formal hear- 
ings have been and are unnecessary. Dis- 
putes can be settled before they reach the 
stage of bitterness by conferences of both 
parties with the commission. The commis- 
sion is willing and anxious for both par- 
ties to come before it and lay their cards 
on the table. We will examine the situa- 
tion and give our best judgment to both 
sides, and in this way we can settle many 
of your difficulties. In doing this, I think 
commission regulation is carrying out one 
of the principal purposes for which it was 
organized. There are, of ceurse, cases 
where difficulties cannot be settled in this 
manner. Principles may be involved which 
can only be settled by resort to the judicial 
powers of the commission. 

It is in this connection that utilities can 
cooperate with the commission. Do not 
permit controversies to reach the stage of 
strained feelings. Whenever you can, we 
hope you will confer with the commission 
on your problems and, if possible, bring 
the legal representatives of the people with 
you. I am convinced that in this wavy 
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many prospective bitter controversies can 
be nipped before they develop. 

I believe the commission can act as ad- 
viser and render valuable service to you. 
This is especially true in the telephone 
business, in which the business is still 
being conducted by smaller units than in 
any other utility. Many of the small com- 
panies have not the resources to employ 
expert engineering assistance. The com- 
mission will be glad to help you in your 
operating and construction problems. We 
have served as a clearing house for all 
manner of operating difficulties, and we 
have accumulated a lot of knowledge and 
experience which we are glad to place at 
your disposal. 

Several times we have made inspections 
as a result of complaints of service and 
have located the cause in the wiring of the 
switchboard or some other defect in plant 
or equipment and remedied it on the spot. 
If you are having any operating or con- 
struction difficulties, let us know and we 
will be glad to furnish you the services 
of our telephone and engineering depart- 
ments to advise you. If you want help in 
the opening of a set of books or in any 
accounting problem, let us know and we 
will send an accountant to help you. 

We want the people of the state to get 
the best service; we want to help you give 
it. I want to impress on you particularly 
that the commission is not a body existing 
only for the purpose of trying rate cases 
and complaints, and approving stock and 
bond issues; it is a body which is intended 
to and wishes to cooperate with you in 
handling your problems and with the public 
in obtaining its due. We want to be co- 
laborators; to accomplish this we need 
your close cooperation. 

So far as we can do so within our ap- 
propriation we want to send one of our 
staff to the scene of a complaint as to 
service to make an investigation on the 
spot and bring the parties together and 
settle it. We have done this in several 
instances successfully. Here again you can 
cooperate with us. I think that people are 
essentially reasonable, but often disputes 
which are trivial become magnified into 
matters of seeming importance on account 
of some personal clash of a representative 
of the utility and the customer. 

If one of the commission’s staff, as an 
impartial arbiter, can have an opportunity 
to go to the spot and interview the com- 
plainant in the presence of a representa- 
tive of the utility, the whole difficulty can 
generally be settled, and happy relations 
restored. To accomplish this we need your 
loyal cooperation. 

We have generally received your co- 
operation in these matters. In some in- 
stances, however, there has been consider- 
able delay on the part of the utilities in 
attending to correspondence on informal 
complaints. Such delay irritates the public, 


causing bad public relations, and embar- 
rasses the commission in its work. It 
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forces us to set down informal complaints 
for formal hearing, when they could be 
settled easily without expense and delay. 
In several cases, utilities have delayed tak- 
ing ‘care of informal complaints and have 
only acted when the cases have been set 
for formal hearing. Prompt cooperation 
with the commission will prevent this. 
The consolidation of small local com- 
panies by holding companies with head- 








More Opportunities Than Ever. 


Young people say there are no oppor- 
tunities. Why, the world’s opportunities 
are only beginning to break. Every 
generation leaves more opportunities 
than it found. Compared with today 
the opportunities of 50 years ago were 
startlingly few. 

Think of the airplane, electricity, mo- 
tor transportation, radio, distributing, 
merchandising—everything that enters 
into modern life. 

The best steel today lifts only 2,000 
pounds; by and by it will be made 
strong enough to lift ten times that. 
The key to the advancement of avia- 
tion is more power from less wegiht. As 
Mr. Edison says, we don’t yet know 
one-millionth of what there is to be 
known. Practically every field of human 
endeavor is hungrily demanding re- 
search. 

Opportunity! It beckons to the 
earnestly-minded youth on every side. 
—Henry Ford. 








quarters outside of the state brings up an- 
other problem. Local managers should be 
maintained in Missouri with authority to 
act in all ordinary cases without referring 
routine matters to headquarters. A recent 
experience of the commission will illus- 
trate the point. A small electric utility 
was owned by a holding company with of- 
fices out of the state. It had rules on 
file providing for extension of services. 
A prospective customer requested service 
and offered full compliance with the rules 
on file. 

He complained of failure to render serv- 
ice, and on investigation we learned that 
the local manager had to forward the ap- 
plication to headquarters for approval and 
that orders had to come out of headquar- 
ters authorizing the work. The applica- 
tion had been pigeon-holed at headquarters. 

This would not have occurred if the 
local manager had authority to act in such 
routine matters. I do not mean that local 
representatives should have power to decide 
important questions of policy, but there 
should be someone on the property with 
whom the commission can deal directly, 
and who has authority to act in all routine 
matters and even matters of minor policy. 
This is another direction in which you can 
cooperate with the. commission. 

The telephone has ceased to be a service 
of convenience or luxury. The great in- 
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crease in the use of the telephone has 
made it a necessity. The telephone com- 
pany is now in the same class as electric 
light and water utilities. Life is now so 
organized that telephone service has be- 
come as essential to the community as 
water and light. With this change have 
come demands for a higher grade of sery- 
ice. If your patrons desire a common bat- 
tery plant, or any other improvement jn 
service which necessitates a capital outlay, 
you are entitled to better rates in order 
to earn a return on the increased value of 
your plant. 

Where such demands are made, you 
should take your patrons into your con- 
fidence. Call in the official representatives 
of the people, the prominent members of 
the community, and show them the value 
of your plant and your income, what ex- 
penditure it is necessary to make to give 
them the service they desire, and what in- 
come you must have to justify the capital 
expenditures. In all such cases, I believe 
that you can obtain the consent of the 
great majority of your patrons to what is 
fair and reasonable. 

You should work out your plans thor- 
oughly before you come to the commis- 
sion with an application. You can gener- 
ally come to the commission with the en- 
tire proposition completely worked out and 
agreed on. This practice has been suc- 
cessfully followed by many of you. The 
people want better service, and I think 
that they are willing to pay what the im- 
proved service is reasonably worth. You 
can aid the commission by taking your 
patrons into your confidence before you 
make any capital expenditures. 

An active and aggressive association, 
such as you have, is of great value to you. 
You have large investments which you are 
entitled to protect by joint action. You 
have legitimate objects to accomplish in the 
way of legislation, and it is only through 
organization that you can accomplish such 
objects. You have a case to present to 
the public, and it can only be presented 
through your organized effort. 

The commission is glad to see an active 
and aggressive association because it aids 
the commission greatly in the accomplish- 
ment of its duties to be able to deal col- 
lectively with you through your officers. 

In closing, I would like to emphasize 
again that the commission hopes to be of 
real service to you and to the people. It 
wishes that both the utilities and_ their 
customers will not think of it as a judicial 
body for the hearing and deciding of cases, 
but will look upon it as a body desiring to 
be helpful in the solving of problems. 


Million New Telephone Poles Set 
in Bell Lines Yearly. 
Approximately 1,000,000 new telephone 
poles are erected annually, and 16,()00,000 
others maintained, according to announce 
ment by the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., in Boston, Mass., this :nonth. 
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Roaches in Pay Telephone Money 
Box Cause Trouble. 

Roaches in the money box of a pay tele- 
phone station in Zanesville, Ohio, caused 
trouble recently. One store where a pay 
station was located, reported that “Central” 
was trying to make customers pay twice. 

Upon investigation it was found that the 
box was filled with roaches and that the 
money, when dropped, failed to ring the 
signal bell. The roaches were removed, but 
the same trouble was reported again, and 
another effort was made to kill them by 
the use of a stronger insecticide. The sec- 
ond attempt succeeded. 


The Magneto Exchange Repair- 


man—Rural Lines (Continued). 
By JoHn A. BRACKEN 

In the maintenance of rural lines a cir- 
cuit that is grounded, at G, Fig. 1-A, and 
noisy, the fault can sometimes be located 
by means of a listening test as follows: 

Assured that the ground is not in the 
exchange, travel along the line route from 
the first station, call the operator and have 
her listen on the circuit at the same time 
putting on a “good short.” If the line is 
quiet to the operator while the short is on, 
the ground is beyond the point where the 
line is short-circuited. 

If the noise is not removed by the short 
but is reduced one-half, the ground is about 
half-way between the exchange and the 
station; and, if almost cut off, the ground 
is close to the short. Proceed with the 
test at other stations and at poles where 
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Fig. 1. Diagrams Illustrative of Various 


Kinds of Telephone Line Troubles. 


the line branches, until the trouble is 
located setween two points. 

The ;-otector carbons should be cleaned 
before ving each station, from which a 
test is nade. Owing to noise on a line 
being C.e to other causes, the repairman 
Is cauti ed not to be misled by these tests. 

Fig. 1.3 represents a line short-circuited 


at S between the exchange, EX, and the 
station, B. To test for this fault, first 
ascertain if the line is grounded by con- 
necting a magneto test set to one side of 
the line and ground and turn the genera- 
tor crank; and if it turns easily, test the 
other side of the line in like manner. 


If the line is clear of grounds, connect 
the test set across the line and try to ring 
station B; note at the same time if the test 
set generator turns hard. The nearer the 
short circuit—assuming it is a solid short— 
is to the exchange, the harder the crank 
will turn. 


In traveling over the line, tests should 
be made at convenient points. If the ex- 
change can be called, put a ground on one 
side of the line and have the operator 
listen-in. If the operator reports the line 
noisy while the ground is on, it indicates 
that the short-circuit is beyond the point 
grounded. 

Listening tests for induction should also 
be made each time the line is tested and 
are of particular value when the line can- 


‘not be easily traversed, and at places where 


branches connect to the main line. If in- 
duction is heard on the line, it will be- 
come less as the short-circuit is approached. 
This test is also of value when in doubt 
whether the fault has been passed or not. 

In Fig. 1-C is represented an open on 
the line at O between the exchange and 
station C. This trouble can be tested for 
by first disconnecting the line at the ex- 
change end (and at the station too, if pos- 
sible). Then connect one clip of the test 
set to one side of the line and the other 
clip to ground and make a comparison of 
the amount of induction noise heard on 
each side of the line by alternately con- 
necting to one side of the line and then 
the other. 

The nearer the open is to the point of 
test, the less the induction will be. Fig. 
1-B represents two lines crossed at C. If 
convenient, open both sides of each line at 
the exchange and test the two crossed 
wires with the test set. Note the amount 
of pull on the set generator and compare 
this with that of each pair which has been 
short-circuited at the end. This will give 
an indication of the distance to the cross. 

In Fig. 1-E a high-resistance connection 
at HR is represented in a line between the 
exchange and station E. Faults of this 
nature are very annoying both to the sub- 
scriber and the repairman. The former 
has difficulty in hearing and being heard 
because of the high resistance and frying 
sound; and the latter has difficulties in 
locating it. 

One method for locating a high-resist- 
ance fault is to open the line at the ex- 
change and connect an ordinary receiver 
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Here and There in Telephone Work 


in series with four or five dry cells to the 
line circuit. Arrange with some one to 
listen while short-circuiting the line at 
various points. 

If the fault is between the short-circuit 
and the listener, a frying or clicking sound 
will be heard. If the circuit is quiet, the 
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Fig. 2. Method of Locating High Resistance 
Splices and Other Poor Connections in 
Rural Line Wires. 
fault is beyond the point where the short- 

circuit is placed. 

Another method of locating high resist- 
ance in a rural line is shown in Fig. 2. 
It is applicable providing the desired point 
of making the test is accessible; that is, 
easily reached while standing on a pole, 
etc. In making this test, first connect 
one clip of the test receiver to one end of 
the suspected high resistance—for instance, 
a splice in the line wire—and the other 
clip to the other end. Now connect the 
magneto test set generator directly across 
the line and rapidly turn the crank. 

If the alternating current from the mag- 
neto is heard in the test receiver, it is indi- 
cative of a high resistance joint; if not 
heard, the splice or other connection be- 
ing tested is O. K. If the test is being 
made on a line open at both ends, it will 
be necessary to place a short-circuit as 
shown by the dotted line. 

Repairmen should be very persistent in 
locating and clearing this kind of fault, be- 
cause in addition to rendering the circuit 
noisy and unfit to talk and ring over, it 
tends to cause crosstalk, particularly when 
the faulty line is connected to another line 
running in the same direction. 

An important and interesting develop- 
ment in the equipment of a magneto test set 
is the directional fault-finder with which it 
is possible to determine with a high degree 
of accuracy the direction in which the 
fault is from the testing point. 
important 


Its most 
application is in locating the 
direction of short-circuits, opens, grounds, 
and crosses. 

The apparatus consists of a device for 
producing a suitable alternating current 
and applying it to the line being tested, 
and a specially designed. exploring coil to 
be placed on the line wire to detect the 
pressure of the alternating current by 
means of a tone produced in the test-set 
receiver. 
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In using a magneto test set equipped 
with a bell, an erroneous indication of 
trouble may sometimes be given. For ex- 
ample, if an open long line—such as a toll 
line—is rung on with the test set bell in 
series with the generator, the bell may 
ring, thus indicating a short-circuit in the 








line when actually none exists. 

The reason for this false indication of 
trouble is that the long line has a high 
alternating current 
which flows from the magneto generator is 
alternately charging the two line conduc- 


capacitance and _ the 


tors to positive and negative potentials and 
is sufficient to ring the test-set bell. In 
other words, the two long conductors con- 
stituting the line form a condenser. 


Plant Executives to Hold Monthly 
Educational Meetings. 

Organization of supervisors and foremen 

of the plant department of the Home Tele- 
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lup, A. J. Staub, Boyd Haney, E. J. Bogen- 
schuetz and Walter Ellis. 

The meetings, which will be under the 
auspices of the Home Telephone Athletic 
Association, will be presided over by the 
chairman. The sessions will be held the 
second Thursday evening of each month, 
following a supper which will be served 
to the members at five o'clock. 


Inter-Mountain Company Has 
Display at District Fair. 

The — Inter-Mountain 
Bristol, Tenn., had an interesting exhibit 
at the Appalachian District Fair at John- 
son City, Tenn., the week beginning Sep- 
tember 30. It was estimated that be- 
tween 35,000 and 40,000 people passed 
through the exhibit hall.and by the Inter- 
Mountain company’s booth during the six 
days of the fair. 

A small P. B. X. switchboard was in 








Booth of the Inter—Mountain Telephone Co. of Bristol, Tenn., at the District Fair at 
Johnson City, Tenn., Held the Week Beginning September 30. 


phone & Telegraph Co., Fort Wayne, Ind., 
into a group which will conduct monthly 
educational meetings was effected recently. 
H. E. Gray is general plant superintendent 
and chief engineer of the Fort Wayne com- 
pany. 
was organized to insure efficient coopera- 
tion among the supervisors and foremen of 
the departrhent and to establish a forum 
where company policies and problems may 


The group, comprising 28 members, 


be discussed. 

Frank J. Baker, assistant general plant 
superintendent, was appointed chairman of 
the organization and Ed _ Bogenscheutz, 
chief clerk of the equipment department, 
secretary. A committee comprising super- 
visors in the different divisions of the com- 
pany was also appointed. This committee 
will prepare the programs of the meet- 
ings, subject to the approval of the com- 
pany. Members of this appointed group 
are: R. Johnson, Geo. Wagner, R. B. Gal- 


service, with two-trunk lines connecting it 
with the main exchange in Johnson City. 
Over the fair grounds five or six pay sta- 
tions were placed for the use of the public. 

Across the entire back wall of the booth 
was a large map, showing the territory 
served by the Inter-Mountain company, 
which includes the most important towns 
and communities in 11 counties; a total of 
21 exchanges, serving 14,427 | stations. 
Some statistics were also given on the 
map, showing the number of local and long 
distance calls handled each month. 

On the right wall of the booth, antique 
telephones were shown, while on the right 
wall modern equipment was on display, 
dismantled and mounted on a board show- 
ing every working part. On one of the 
tables, six cradle-type telephones, done in 
A facsimile 
of Bell’s first telephone was shown, and 
several pieces of different sized cables, with 


various colors, were shown. 


Telephone’ Co.; 
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the sheath cut back for a distance, to -how 
the number of wires it is possible to ; lace 
in one cable. On the top of the sw itch- 
board a tree made from a piece of 9(()-pair 
cable attracted a great deal of attenti: 

A guessing contest on the number of 
feet of wire in an induction coil attracted 
many people to the company’s booth. Over 
3,000 pecple made an attempt to win prizes 
by guessing the right number, and answers 
ranged from 100 feet to 1,500,000 feet. 
Just before the fair closed on Saturday 
night the wire was measured and found 
that it contained 849 feet of insulated wire. 
Since three people had guessed 850 feet, 
they were awarded equal prizes. 

The company was represented by Miss 
Sarah Cass, Miss Georgia Spencer, Miss 
Grace Anderson, Miss Mary Harvey, 
operators, M. W. Cox, manager at John- 
son City, and A. U. Meadows, general com- 
mercial manager of the 
company. 


Inter- Mountain 


This is the first fair at which the Inter- 
Mountain company has had an exhibit, but 
it plans next year to be represented at 
every fair in its territory, for it is an ex- 
cellent way of creating a better under- 
standing between patron and company. 


Volumes of “Telephony” Desired 


for Business Historical Society. 

The Business Historical Society is try- 
ing to secure for the George F. Baker 
Library a complete file of TELEPHONY’s 
volumes. If any of TELEPHONY’s readers 
have one or more volumes of which they 
desire to dispose, will they please com- 
municate with Frank C. Ayres, executive 
secretary of the Business Historical 
Society of Soldiers’ Field, 

The Business Historical Society already 
has thousands of items connected with the 


3oston, Mass.? 


telephone industry and is anxious to create 
a clear picture of it from the beginning 
and keep this picture abreast of the times, 
so that present-day business men, as well 
as those who will follow them, will be 
fully informed of all the details connected 
with this industry. The society has a list 
of members containing the foremost busi- 
ness men of the country and it is believed 
that the ultimate aim of creating one of 
the great central points of business in- 
formation in the world will be successful. 





Plant Men of Illinois Companies 
Hold Conference at Mattoon. 
Forty executives and employes of the 
Illinois Southeastern Telephone Co. and 
the Illinois Consolidated Telephone Co. 
held a plant department conference at Mat- 
toon, Ill., early this month, with k. A. 
Lumpkin, 
presiding. 
J. Frank Osborn, Mattoon, and \\. A. 
Haner, Litchfield, spoke upon centra! office 
equipment and maintenance; Otto ‘« ble, 
Mattoon, James Mahon, Shelbyvil! and 


president of both companies, 


ad 


Ec 
sct 
M 
vil 

















November 23, 1929. 


Edward McKee, Taylorville, discussed sub- 
scribers’ station equipment; Sayle Bowen, 
Mattoon, and B. M. Chambers, Taylor- 
ville, spoke of toll circuit operation. 

Carl Bower, Pana, and Glen Talbott, 
Charleston, discussed exchange and rural 
circuits; J. E. Poland, Arthur, and W. W. 
Wilkey, Taylorville, spoke of care of auto- 
mobiles and station transportation equip- 
ment, and O. M. Westrup, Mattoon, dis- 
cussed methods of reporting times and 
material. 


District Meetings of lowa Associ- 
ation; Final Two Scheduled. 

A number of district meetings have been 

held recently by the 

Telephone Association. 


lowa Independent 
At Marengo, ap- 
proximately 40 attended the conference, 23 
of whom were operators. The Citizens 
Telephone Co. furnished the luncheon. 

On November 6 at Maquoketa a fine 
meeting was held which was attended by 
about 50 telephone men and women. A 
luncheon was served by the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. 
held at Knoxville and was likewise profit- 
able to all attending. The Bellamy Tele- 
phone Co. was host at a luncheon. 

The final district meetings of the Iowa 
association for this year will be held at 


A meeting was also 


Belmond on November 25 and at Water- 
loo on November 26. 


Evening Vocational Classes for 
Employes in Lincoln, Neb. 

When fall arrives, various thoughts and 
desires come to the minds of different in- 
dividuals. To some, the snappy mornings 
awaken the desire for duck hunting: to 
others this season football. To 
many ambitious telephone men and women, 


means 


however, the fall season has come to mean 
an opportunity for self-improvement by 
means of evening vocational school classes. 
bulletin 


Following a announcing the 
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courses offered by the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., 
ae 


tration for the various classes was started. 


which was issued by 
Oberlies, personnel director, regis- 


More than. 200 expressed their choice of 


23 
company. They are arranged for under 
the Smith-Hughes act of 1917, which pro- 
vides federal aid for vocational training 
I. H. Alberty, supervisor of industrial 


arts, of the board of education is in chargé 











Group of lowa Telephone People Who Were Present at District Meeting at Marengo. 


subjects and enrolled in the first two 


weeks. Courses are offered to both men 
and women. Now nearly 300 have regis- 
tered in various classes. 


There are 1i courses which cover a 


period of ten weeks and include the fol- 
Essentiais of telephone 


lowing subjects: 


electricity ; automatic C. O cable and 


exchange work; foreman’s craining con- 
ference; open forums, public speaking and 
current events; first aid; operators’ train- 


ing course for toll girls only; telephone 


sub-station installation and maintenance; 
r,.& & a6 2 EB. So. 
maintenance; food study, and eating for 
health. 


The personnel of the instructing group 


installation and 


helps assure the success of the effort 


placed in the charge of C. O. Morrison, 
L. B. Doane, L. C. Anderson, E. F. 
Helen Persell, Ivan Paddock, L. G. Saun- 
ders and Mrs. C. O. With but 


two exceptions, the courses are offered by 


Burke, 


Morrison. 


the Lincoln board of education and_ the 


and directs the work. L. C. Oberlies is in 


direct charge of the organization of the 


classes which are held four evenings a 
week, from seven until nine, at the Lincoln 
building and the company’s 


high school 


excneral office building. 


Central West Buys Iowa-lIllinois 
Company of Burlington, Iowa. 
Merger of the lowa-lIllinois Telephone 

Co., Burlington, Iowa, and its subsidiary, 

the Western Illinois Telephone Co., with 

the Central West 

Omaha, Neb., was announced on November 

14 by Frank Milhollan, president of the 


latter company. 


Public Service Co., of 


Corporate existence of the Lowa-IIlinois 
company will be continued, with headquar 
P. H. Lyday is 
general manager of the company, having 
Phillips. The 
operates 34 exchanges with a 
9 OOO 


ters at Burlington, Iowa. 


succeeded the late D. C. 
company 
total of approximately stations in 


Eastern lowa and Western Illinois. 
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The Fa'! District Meetings of lowa Independent Telephone Association Have Been Most Successful—About 50 Telephone People At- 
tended the One Held at Maquoketa on November 6. 
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The Financial Side of Companies 


Miscellaneous Items of Interest Regarding Financial Matters of Telephone 
Companies—New Securities Issued During Past Month—Figures From the 
Monthly Reports of Larger Companies to Interstate Commerce Commission 





Illinois Bell Report Shows Profit- 
able Gain for 1929. 

The Illinois Bell Telephone Co. reported 
a net profit of $9,446,474 for the nine 
months ended September’ 30, 1929, after 
taxes and charges, equal to $8.58 a share 
earned on 1,100,000 shares of stock, against 
$8,507,720, or $7.73 a share, earned in the 
first nine months of 1928. 

The third quarter net is $2,378,885, or 
$2.16 a share, against $3,526,437, or $3.20 
a share, in the previous quarter, and 
$2,379,064, or $2.16 a share, in the third 
quarter of 1928. 


August Earnings of Class A Com- 
panies Show Increase. 

Compilations from reports of revenues 
and expenses of 98 telephone companies, 
as made to the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission for the month of August, 1929, 
show gross operating revenues of $95,589,- 
740, as compared with $87,016,110 for the 
corresponding month of 1928, showing an 
increase of 11 per cent. The operating 
income for the same months was $22,268,- 
997 and $20,643,039, respectively, an in- 
crease of 7.9 per cent for 1929. 

Operating revenues for the eight months 
ended with August, 1929, were $751,343,- 
460 as compared with $682,250,219 for 
1928, showing an increase of 10.1 per cent 


for this year. Operating expenses for the 
same period were $506,356,518 and $452,- 
666,242, respectively, an increase of 11.9 
per cent for 1929. The operating income 
amounted to $180,481,376 for this year’s 
eight months’ period, an increase of 7.2 
per cent over 1928, when it was 
$168,341,696. 

The companies, which include only those 
having annual operating revenues in ex- 
cess of $250,000, had 16,433,110 company 
stations in service at the end of August, 
1929, an increase of 6.1 per cent over 
1928, when there were 15,487,537. Com- 
plete data for the Central West Public 
Service Co., Southeast Missouri Telephone 
Co. and Southwestern States Telephone 
Co. were not available for inclusion in this 
report. 


Gold Bonds Offered by Southern 


Bell T. & T. Co. 

An issue of $32,000,000 Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. first mortgage 
sinking fund 5 per cent gold bonds, dated 
January 2, 1911, and due January 1, 1941, 
was offered recently by a syndicate com- 
posed of J. P. Morgan & Co., Kuhn, Loeb 
& Co., Kidder, Peabody & Co., First Na- 
tional Bank, New York, the National City 
Co., Bankers Co. of New York, Ler, Hiz- 
ginson & Co., Harris Trust & Savings 


Bank and the Guaranty Co. of New York. 

Gross revenues of the company for the 
year ended December 31, 1928, were $57,- 
008,791; net earnings available for inter- 
est, $12,399,561; interest charges, $3,126,- 
176, and net income, $9,273,385. During 
the period of five years from 1924 to 1928, 
inclusive, net earnings available for in- 
terest have averaged over 3.9 times total 
interest charges. The net earnings availa- 
ble for interest in 1928 and in the first 
nine months of 1929 were at the annual 
rate of more than 3.9 times the annual 
interest requirements on the funded debt 
of the company as it will be outstanding 
after the issue of these bonds. 

The bonds are offered at par and accrued 
interest, completing the total amount of 
$50,000,000 authorized to be issued under 
the first mortgage. This is the first senior 
financing of a subsidiary of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. in more than 
three years, it is stated. 


Decrease in Income Reported by 
Chesapeake & Potomac. 

The operating income of the Chesapeake 
& Potomac Telephone Co. in September 
decreased $13,804 from the same month 
last year, the report of operations filed 





Items. 


Revenues: 


Licensee revenue—Cr. 
Licensee revenue—Dr. 


Expenses: 


Traffic expenses 


Net telephone operating revenues 





Subscribers’ station revenues ............. 
Public pay station revenues .............. 
Miscellaneous exchange service revenues.... 
EE oe Bi log bis 6.0 MSGR ss mad.c 6% tle0ew-e 
Miscellaneous toll line revenues .......... 
Sundry miscellaneous revenues ........... 


Telephone operating revenues ........ 


Depreciation of plant and equipment ..... 
ee rare 
Commercial a no ats 
General and miscellaneous expenses ..... 


Telephone operating expenses ........ 


Other GpOTMting TOVOMUCS. 2.00. ccccccccescs 
Other operating expenses ................. 
Uncollectible operating revenues .......... 


Operating income before deducting taxes ... 
Taxes assignable to operations ........... 


Operating a, PE ee ee eee 
Ratio of expenses to revenues, per cent.. 





————Month of August 


Number of company stations in service at 
“  ¢ eS ee en 























fp rey 
Increase or de-— 
crease (*). 

Ratio, 

1929. 1928. Amount. Pet. 
... 16,433,110 15,487,537 945,563 6.1 
... $55,595,551 $52,071,886 $3,523,665 6.8 
ws 3,636,413 3,377,817 258,596 so 
853,846 719,091 134,755 18.7 
.-. 29,199,708 25,571,075 3,628,633 14.2 
a 3.727,626 3,021,002 706,624 23.4 
oe 2 539,296 2,225,869 313,427 14.1 
nee: 1,233,194 1,512,503 *279,309 .*18.5 
nas 1,195,894 1,483,133 *287,239 *19.4 
.... $95,589,740 $87,016,110 $8,573,630 11.0 
... $14,653,178 $13,589.208 $1,063,970 7.8 
7S 16,198,657 14,307.299. 1,891,358 13.2 
... 20,406,408 18,863,034 1,543,374 8.2 
bee 8,985,447 7,843.575 1141,872 14.6 
see 5.075.674 4,367,063 708,611 16.2 
... $65,319,364 $58,970,179 $6,349,185 10.8 
... $30,270,376 $28,045 931 $2,224,445 7.9 
cn © 3,017 $ 2,923 9 eax 

— 3,279 7,746 *4,467 Pe 
ae 619,516 521,549 97,967 18.8 
$29,650,598 $27,519,559 $2,131,039 7.7 
~~ 7,381,601 6,876,520 505,081 7.3 
... $22,268,997 $20,643,039 $1,625,958 7.9 
mou 68.33 67.77 .56 - 





























with the Public Utilities Commission of 

the District of Columbia shows. Operat- 
-— Eight months ended with August——, 
Increase or de- 

crease (*). 
Ratio, 
1929 1928 Amount. Pet. 
$449,762,568 $418,895,960 $30,866,608 7.4 
30 795,521 29,026,424 1,769,097 6.1 
6,290,204 5,404,554 885,650 11.6 
216,723,636 188,780,274 27,943,362 14.8 
28,142,533 23,220,114 4,922,419 21.2 
19,343 084 16,597,023 2,746,061 16.5 
9,718,889 11,750,314 *2,031,425 *17.3 
9,432,975 11,424,444 *1,991,469 *17.4 
$751,343,460 $682,250,219 $69,093 241 10.1 
$114,180,886 $106,341,388 $ 7,839,498 7.4 
123,990,140 104,649,524 19,340,616 18.5 
157,200.163 146,601,457 10,598,706 7.2 
70,161,183 60,476,787 9,684,396 16.0 
40,824,146 34,597,086 6,227,060 18.0 
“$506,356.518 $452,666,242 $53,690,276 11.9 
$244,986,942 $229,583,977 $15,402,965 6.7 
$ 26,844 $ 28,484 *$ 1,640 F 

29,128 65,306 ~~, - irae 
4,743,289 4,282,617 460,672 10.8 
$240,241,369 $225,264,538 $14,976,831 6.6 
59,759,993 56,922,842 2,837,151 5.0 
$180,481,376 $168,341,696 $12,139,680 7.2 
67.39 66.35 1.04 ees 








Summary of Monthly Reports of Class A Telephone Companies for August, Compiled by Interstate Commerce Commissio'. 
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ing income for the nine months ending 
September 30 amounted to $939,021, a de- 
crease Of $169,531 over the same period 
last year. 

Telephone operating revenues for Sep- 
tember were $664,497, with operating ex- 
penses Of $491,287, making net revenues 
$173,210. For the same month last year 
the net revenues were $108,971. For the 
nine months ending September 30 the oper- 
ating revenues were $6,182,528, with ex- 
penses $4,560,220, making net operating 
revenues $1,622,308. For the nine months 


latt year net revenues amounted to 
$1,775,220. 
Taxes and uncollectibles, during the 


month of September amounted to $46,679, 
which was an increase of $3,776 over the 
same month last year. For the nine months 
of this year taxes amounted to $46,278. 

Net additions to outside plant and cen- 
tral office equipment added to the system 
in the District of Columbia for the first 
nine months of this year amounted to 
$2,923,516. The gross additions for this 
period were $3,897,847. For the 12 months 
ending September 30, net additions to plant 
amounted to $3,471,285. There have been 
6,042 telephones added to the system in 
the District of Columbia since January 1. 
On September 30 there were 156,402 tele- 
phones in operation in Washington. 

The telephone total net income for Sep- 
tember was $102,342, in comparison with 
$116,146 in September, 1928. Total net 
income for the first nine months of the 
present year was reported as $939,021, 
against the higher figure last year of 
$1,108,552. 


Pennsylvania Bell Report for Nine 
Months Shows Decrease. 

The Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania 
report for the ninth months ended Septem- 
ber 30, 1929, showed a net income of 
$8,804,367 after depreciation, federal taxes 
and charges, equal to $44.02 a share on 
200,000 shares of 6% per cent preferred 
stock, comparing with $9,102,309, or $45.51 
a preferred share, in the 1928 period. 

The third quarter net income was $2,- 
631,694, or $13.16 a share on the preferred 
stock, against $3,012,986, or $15.06 a share, 
in the previous quarter, and $2,669,530, or 
$13.35 a share, in the third quarter of last 
year. 


Quarterly Financial Statement of 
New England T. & T. Co. 

The New England Telephone & Tele- 
Srapli Co, reported ‘for the quarter ended 
Septe: ber 30, 1929, a net income of $2,- 
885,70), after taxes and charges, equivalent 
to $251 a share on 1,106,610 shares of 
stock. This compares with $3,047,554, or 
esi share in the preceding quarter, and 
6,445,111, or $2.20 a share on 1,106,474 
shares, in third quarter of 1928. 

Net ‘icome for first nine months of 1929 
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totaled $8,804,904, after above charges, 
equal to $7.95 a share on 1,106,610 shares, 
comparing with $7,763,043, or $7.01 a share 
on 1,106,474 shares, in the first nine months 
of the previous year. The gross earnings 
were $54,452,870 $51,579,179 in 
1928. 


against 


Current Price Quotations on Listed 
Telephone Stocks. 


-—November 15— 
High. Low. Last. 
American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. (9)...... 222 
Associated Telephone & 


216% 219% 


Telegraph Co. (A)..... 58 57% 58 
Associated Telephone Util- 
ee eee 23% 22% 23 
Cincinnati & Suburban 

Bell Telephone Co...... 107 106 107 
International Telephone & 

Teeeerawe COFR. .cccsrce 71% 67 70 
New York Telephone Co., 

3. RA ree 112% 112 112 
*acific Telephone & Tele- 

ee Sah. 2b 500s0s50008 


OvER THE COUNTER QUOTATIONS. 
Nov. 15. Nov. 14. 


Bid. Asked. Bid. 
Associated Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. pf. (7).. 103 105 1038 
Associated Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. (D), (4). 53% 55 53% 
Associated Telephone Util- 


a a ee ae 86 
Associated Telephone Util- 

ke ee A See 96 
Bell Telephone Co. of 

COU BOP 6.06 020%020«5 140 149 150 
Bell Telephone Co. of 

Pennsylvania (6.50) ... 110 113 =110 
Cuban Telephone Co. (8). 135 oa 135 
Cuban Telephone Co., pf. 

>) errr rere 102 sien 102 
Lincoln Telephone & Tel- 

Saree Ce. (Bd once cee 115 —— 115 
Mountain States Telephone 

& Telegraph Co. (8).... 147 153 147 
New England Telephone & 

Telegraph Co. (8)...... 135 140 140 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co... 108 (112 108 
Peninsular Telephone Co. 

Cen chcvisueewsnekes cnee-< 105 «#110 = =107 
Peninsular Telephone Co., 

as a SURa base asenaeses S00 99 
Porto Rico Telephone Co. 

7 ere 85 awe 85 
Porto Rico Telephone Co., 

rere errr errr. 100 ose 100 
Rochester Telephone Corp., 

F? *). ees 102 106 8 102 
Southern New § England 

Telephone & Telegraph 

i. GS pre 170 180 8 § 170 


Pacific T. & T. Co. Nine Months’ 


Report Shows Gain. 

The report of the Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. system for the nine months 
ended September 30, 1929, showed a net 
income of $11,615,724 after taxes and 
charges, equivalent after preferred divi- 
dend requirements, to $8.52 a share earned 
on 930,000 shares of common stock, as 
compared with $11,024,736, or $7.88 a 
share, earned in the first nine months of 
1928. 

Gross earnings were $75,394,644, against 
$67,724,332. Gross earnings in September 
were $8,528,155, against $7,709,529 in the 
same month last year, and net income was 
$1,238,189 against $1,337,415. 


Stockholders Take Nearly All of 
A. T. & T. Co. Offering. 

H. Blair-Smith, treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co. in his 
final report on the $219,112,700 issue of 
ten-year convertible 4%% per cent gold de- 
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benture bonds due July 1, 1939, the past 
summer, shows that about $218,000,000 or 
over 991% per cent of the issue was taken 
up by stockholders. 





Good Earnings Reported by 
Southern Bell T. & T. Co. 
The Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. reported for nine months ended 
September 30, 1929, a net profit of $7,- 
172,557 after taxes, interest, amortization 

of debt discount, etc. 

The capital stock of the company 
amounts to $124,999,000, practically all of 
which is owned by the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. 





Women Make Fine Record in 
Drive for More Business. 

The silver anniversary drive of the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co., Lincoln, 
Neb., resulted in the addition of nearly 
$40,000 a year to the gross revenues, as 
nearly as can now be figured up. This 
was the’fifth annual development cam- 
paign conducted by the company through 
the organized cooperation of the employes 
in all departments. 

The Nebraska City district, of which R. 
H. Ojers is manager, won the commercial 
department trophy, held the previous year 
by the Lincoln district. The campaign was 
under the supervision of W. E. Bell, com- 
mercial superintendent, and in order to 
place all districts and exchanges on a fair 
competitive basis, the latter were placed in 
nine groups, with quotas for each, set up 
on a basis of 1 per cent of the total monthly 
station revenue, with the 
valued at five cents each. 

The Hastings exchange won the No. 1 
group prizes, with John Spady as winner 
and James Dudgeon runner-up. Nebraska 
City took group No. 2 prize, with W. C. 
Lant winner and Claude Helm runner-up. 
Plattsmouth won No. 3 group, F. Kuchera 
winner and C. H. Jensen runner-up. No. 4 
was taken by Superior, with L. O. Mc- 
Clintock winner and George Jones runner- 
up. 

No. 5 was won by Hebron, with George 
Jones winner and George Hayes second. 
Ohiowa took No. 6, R. DeLaMaster winner 
and I. C. Steele second. No. 7 was won 
by Davenport, with Mrs. Helen Harms, 
chief operator, who secured 100 per cent 
total revenue. No. 8 went to Panama, 
where Mrs. Laura M. Haggard, chief op- 
erator and cashier, secured 100 per cent 
of the total revenue, a record also matched 
at Brownville, winner of group No. 9, by 
Miss Elizabeth Morrison, chief operator 
and cashier. 

Mr. Bell gives high praise to the women 
for the energy they put into the campaign 
and the results they achieved. Mrs. Hurst, 


quota points 


chief operator and cashier at the Octavia 
exchange, used her own car in calling upon 
every rural subscriber and solicited them 
for added service equipment. 
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Upper View: Principe Automatic Exchange, 
Havana, Cuba. 









Center View: Monte Automatic Exchange, 
Havana, Cuba. 






Bottom View: Strowger Automatic Dial Equip- 
ment in Principe Exchange, Havana. 





At Right: Buenavista Automatic Exchange 
Havana, Cuba. 
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ye Cuban Telephone User 


“TO XCELLENT Service,” they say in Cuba, and they have 

reason to be proud of it. Since 1911, the city of Havana 
has enjoyed the many advantages of Strowger Automatic Dial 
service, there being now more than 45,000 Strowger Dial tele- 
phones in operation in its network. Among other things, this 
convenient service is one of the many pleasant surprises offered 
the traveler visiting this attractive city for the first time. 


The high success with which Strowger operation has met the 
difficult operating problems in Cuba, such as the humid climate 
and a mixed population, is shown by its extensive use throughout 
the island, it having been installed in seven other cities besides 
Havana. Nothing short of practical success in the highest 
degree has dictated this extensive adoption—and continued 
use of this equipment after eighteen years of experience with it, 
speaks volumes for its high quality and superior design. 





Automatic Electric Inc. 


Manufacturers of 
STROWGER AUTOMATIC DIAL TELEPHONE AND SIGNALING SYSTEMS 
Factory and General Offices: 1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, U.S.A. 
Sales and Service Offices in All Principal Cities 











GENERAL EXPORT DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 
The Automatic Electric Company, Ltd., Chicago American Electric Company, Inc. . ° - Chicago 
— International Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., London 
ER © + Independent Sales and Engineering Co.,Ltd.» 4 weomatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Liverpool 
In Australasia Pie ean A ic Teleph Ltd., Sydney The New Antwerp Telephone and Electrical 
In Japan s+ & % A ic Teleph Led. of Japan, Tokvo Works . - . . . . Antwerp 
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When writing to American Electric Company, Inc., please mention TELEPHONY. 
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Personal Notes from the Field 





Arthur W. Page, of New York City, 
vice-president of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., president of the Bell 
Telephone Securities Co. and son of the 
late Walter Hines Page, former Ambassa- 
dor to Great Britain, will be personal aide 

















Arthur W. Page, Vice-President of Amer—- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York, 
Has Been Honored by Appointment as Per- 
sonal Aide to Secretary of State Stimson, 
Chief of the American Delegation to the 
Naval Armament Conference in January. 


to Secretary Stimson, chief of the Ameri- 
can delegation to the five-power naval arm- 
ament conference in London next January. 

His appointment was announced at the 
White House Washington, D. C., on No- 
vember 15, in denying that Mr. Page would 
be named assistant secretary of state to fill 
the vacancy caused by the appointment of 
Nelson T. Johnson as Minister to China. 

Mr. Page will attend the disarmament 
conference as Secretany Stimson’s aide 
in his private capacity, but will not leave 
his position as vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co., it is 
stated. 

Prior to becoming associated with the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
about three years ago, Mr. Page was editor 
of “The World’s Work” for 13 years. 

After leaving college, Mr. Page engaged 
in editorial and publishing work until join- 
ing the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. He entered the business of Double- 
day, Page & Co. in 1905, and worked on 
the editorial staff of “The World’s Work.” 
When his father was called to London in 
1913 to assume the post of ambassador, 
Mr. Page succeeded to the editorship of 
the magazine, which position he retained 


until his resignation for the purpose of 
entering the telephone service. 

M. T. Caster, plant superintendent of 
the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Lincoln, Neb., has been honored by being 
elected president of the Vocational Guid- 
ance Association, at a meeting recently held 
in Lincoln. The organization is engaged 
in the work of assisting disabled persons to 
restore themselves to usefulness and self- 
support. 

W. L. Smith, of Neillsville, Wis., 
secretary-treasurer of the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Association and executive secretary 
for Governor Kohler of that state, is con- 
valescing after an illness of about a 
month’s duration, part of which time was 
spent in a hospital. 

Charles G. MacLelland, who for three 
years has been in South America, where 
he was in the employ of the Colombian 
government as chief engineer and super- 
intendent of the Medellin branch of its 
telephone system, has accepted a position 
on the plant engineering staff of the Home 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. at Fort Wayne, 
Ind. He has had many years of telephore 
experience, having been with the Strom- 
berg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. for five 
years prior to his foreign service. 

Floyd R. Baughman, of Taylorville, 
Ill., has been appointed assistant comptrol- 
ler of the Porto Rico Telephone Co. and 
will leave soon for San Juan, Porto Rico 
to assume his new duties. The company 
is a subsidiary of the International Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., New York City. 
Mr. Baughman has been in its employ since 
July 1. 

He is a graduate of the Taylorville high 
school and the University of Illinois. 

E. E. Wallace, who has been con- 
nected with the Illinois Northern Tele- 
phone Co. at Sandwich, Ill., for a period 
of 23 years, has resigned as manager of 
that division of the Illinois Commercial 
company. 

Last year the company was merged with 
the Illinois Commercial Telephone Co. and 
Mr. Wallace was retained as manager. 
During the time he served the people of 
that section of the county he has main- 
tained a record for efficiency and service. 

L. M. Kraege, who has been secre- 
tary of the Kansas Telephone Association 
for the past 10 years, tendered his resigna- 
tion at a meeting of the directors of the 
association on November 14, to take effect 
soon after the first of the year. 

Mr. Kraege entered the telephone field 
in the state of Kansas in 1913, when he 
went to assist in compiling inventories of 
the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. and 
its branch exchanges for Sloan, Huddle, 
Fuestel & Freeman of Madison, Wis. He 
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then engaged in traffic and publicity work 
at Ottawa, Cherryvale and 
Kans. and later worked on long distance 
traffic for the Kansas City Long Distance 
Telephone Co. throughout eastern Kan- 
sas and western Missouri. 

Prior to entering the telephone field and 
after graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin, Mr. Kraege was engaged for 


Lawrence, 


16 years in the book and stationery busi- 
ness at Berlin, Wis. He also served for 
several years as principal of a high school 
and filled a position in a post office for 
three years. 

The direttors, in receiving Mr. Kraege’s 
resignation, directed the president of the 
association to express the appreciation of 
the officers and members to Mr. Kraege 
for the many years of successful service 
in Kansas and all join in wishing him suc- 
cess in future activities. 

Charles Hoy, for the past three years 
general manager of the Iowa United Tele- 
phone Co. at Albia, Iowa, left there the 
first of the month, to take a similar posi- 
tion with the Texas Associated Telephone 























L. M. Kraege, .of Topeka, Kans., After 10 
Years of Successful Service in Kansas as 
Secretary of Kansas Telephone Association, 
Has Resigned, His Resignation Becoming 
Effective Soon After First of Year. it !s 
Understood That Mr. Kraege Will Then 
Engage in Personnel Work. 


Co. at San Antonio, Texas. He was suc- 
ceeded by H. R. Christenson, of Trenton, 
N. J. 

Since first going to Albia, in addition to 
building up the Iowa company’s property 
and improving the service rendered by the 
company, he became a vital factor in | cal 
business circles and civic affairs. A» 4 
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member of the Albia Commercial Club Mr. 
,Hoy was one of its most valuable and 
effective workers and had a prominent part 
in many of the worthwhile projects that 
have been carried through to a successful 
completion by that organization. 

The position he now occupies is a dis- 
tinct advancement for Mr. Hoy. He has 
supervision over the work of the associated 
and affiliated companies in five states, in- 
cluding Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Missouri. 


Alex Geist, who has been manager at 
Bennet, Neb., for the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., has been promoted to 


Louisville, succeeding John Porter, re- 
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signed. F. W. Brown, combination man 
at Ashland, is the new manager at Bennet. 


Obituary. 

Guy H. Lanphere, formerly a well- 
known Nebraska telephone man, died last 
month at Houston, Texas, at the age of 
48. He leaves a wife, a son, a daughter 
and his mother. Mr. Lanphere served the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co., Neb., 
in various capacities, and while in Ne- 
braska was manager of exchanges at Col- 
lege View, Beaver Crossing and Garland. 

Robert E. Ragsdale, for the past 22 
years manager of the Collinsville exchange 
of the Northern Texas Telephone Co., died 
on November 4 at his home in Collinsville, 
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Texas, at’ the age of 56 Mr. 
Ragsdale was stricken with apoplexy and 
died suddenly at his home after 
ing attended to his duties at the office as 
He leaves a wife 


years. 
hav- 


usual during the day. 
and one son and many other relatives to 
mourn his unexpected passing away. 

Among those connected with the North- 
ern Texas Telephone Co. at other points 
who attended the funeral were: Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Shock, H. T. Haley, Mrs. Er- 
nest Embry and C. W. Young of Sherman; 
J. I. Boon of Bonham; Z. B. McCarver of 
Whitesboro; E. H. Egan of Denton; Mrs. 
Laura McAdams of Pilot Point and Miss 
Isabel Mershon of Tioga. 


Indiana Company Has New Equipment 


Commercial Telephone Co. at Warsaw, Ind., a Part of the Interstate Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. Recently Replaced Its Toll Switchboard With a New 
and Larger Four-Position Lamp Board—Description of Company's Building 


By C. F. Sanders, 


Stromberg-Carlson Sales Engineer, Rochester, N. 


Warsaw, Ind., is the center of the state’s 
playground, being located in Kosciusko 
county, and surrounded by 37 beautiful 
lakes. In addition to being a recreational 
spot, it has ideal labor conditions. 

The Commercial Telephone Co., which is 
now a part of the Interstate Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., does a thriving business. 
In addition to serving Warsaw and vicinity, 
it furnishes service to Winona Lake com- 
munity, the former home of Billy Sunday. 
It has 2,200 subscribers, 450 of which are 
tural. All of the equipment now used by 
the Commercial Telephone Co. is manufac- 
tured by the StrombergCarlson company. 


The company owns its building. The 
first floor is occupied by stores and the 
telephone company occupies the entire sec- 
ond floor. The second floor contains the 
Warsaw exchange and the bookkeeping de- 
partment for several other Indiana units 
of the Interstate T. & T. Co. 

The building is 44 feet by 132 feet and 
is situated at the intersection of Indiana 
and Center streets, the most prominent 
business corner in the city of 6,500 popula- 
tion. It is built of chocolate brick and 
trimmed in stone. The main operating 
room is 34 feet by 39 feet, with an amply 
large toll room, terminal room, battery 

















Commercial Telephone Co. Building at Warsaw, Ind. The Company Recently Purchased 
a Four-Position Lamp Toll Switchboard from Stromberg-—Carison. 
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room, restroom, lobby and commercial de- 
partment. The bookkeeping and auditing 
room is 20 feet by 40 feet. 

Entering the cable vault is a subway 5% 
feet wide, six feet high and nine feet long, 
through which the underground cable 
passes from the street ducts. The cable 
system is composed of 2,400 feet of un- 
derground and 40,000 feet of aerial cable. 

The company owns 350 miles of toll 
line. During the past 18 months, it has 
built 125 miles of copper circuit for ex- 
tension or replacement of existing iron. 

Recently the toll traffic has been too 
great to be efficiently cared for by the 
present equipment and, following confer- 
ences of officials of the company, it was 
decided to replace the present switchboard 
with a larger and more up-to-date one. As 
a result of this decision, the company en- 
tered into a contract with the Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. of Rochester, 
N. Y., for a four-position lamp toll switch- 
board which will contain all facilities in 
the way of efficient operation. 

The board will be made up of two two- 
position steel-framed, five-panelled _ sec- 
tions equipped with 35 toll lines. With 
this Stromberg-Carlson board the officials 
of the company believe they will have 
equipment which will insure not only ex- 
cellent operating efficiency, but also ex- 
cellent transmission efficiency. 

Other features of the board are the 
horizontally swinging relay gates, remov- 
able front and rear panels, hinged key- 
shelves and ample spacing of all appar- 
atus, which insures accessibility. 

J. W. Scott is manager of the Commer- 
cial Telephone Co. and _ several other 
branches of the Interstate Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 














Companies Win ‘Tax Assessment Suit 


Nebraska Supreme Court Rules Against Action of State Board of Equalization 
in Assessing Telephone Companies on Their Franchise Values, Increasing 
Assessed Valuation 20 Per Cent—Order ‘‘Vacated and Held For Naught’”’ 


The telephone companies of Nebraska 
won complete exemption, at the hands of 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, from the 
order of the state board of equalization 
last August, which added a straight 20 per 
cent to their taxable valuation, and which 
would have cost them several hundred 
thousand dollars in taxes annually. 

The chief point at issue in the appeals 
taken on their behalf to the state supreme 
court by the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. and the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. was whether this action 
could be done without notice to the owners 
of property and without granting them a 
hearing before the board. The state took 
the position that the statute fixed the date 
and set out the purpose of the meeting 
of the board annually, and that this was 
sufficient to put all taxpayers upon inquiry. 

Basis of Companies’ Case. 

The companies rested their case largely 
on four propositions: That the order de- 
nies them of the due process of law guar- 
anteed by the constitution with respect to 
taking of property; lack of statutory power 
in the board to increase the assessed valua- 
tion of any class or kind of property by a 
uniform or horizontal increase in the per- 
centage of valuation of such class in the 
counties of the ‘state; want or lack of 
hearing after notice; and that it was an 


attempt to increase assessments in viola- 
tion of the state laws. 
The state contended that it had full 


right to enter such an order, under the 
constitution; that it was  expressely 
authorized by law to act as it did; that 
the provisions of the law relating to notice 
to counties and taxpayers and a_ hearing 
after such notice do not apply to the uni- 
form increase made in this case on all 
telephone properties 20 per cent; and that, 
even if real estate of the companies be in- 
cluded in the order, the validity of it is 
not thereby affected since such real estate 
constitutes a part of a class of property in 
which both personalty and real estate be- 
come merged as a unit or system. 

The attorney general said that the posi- 
tion of the state board is that when the 
assessed valuation of any class of property 
is sought to be raised in any particular 
county or counties, as distinguished from a 
uniform raise of such class in all counties, 
it must give the particular county or coun- 
ties affected the five day’s notice required 
by the law; but that when the assessed 
valuation of any class of property is sought 
to be raised horizontally, that it be equally 
in all counties in order to make the assess- 


ment of such class meet the constitutional 
requirement of uniformity, the board is 
authorized by the same section of the law 
to effect such an increase without notice 
to any county. 

Rights of Taxpayer. 

He said that he would concede that a 
taxpayer has a constitutional right to notice 
and a hearing at some stage of the pro- 
ceedings, but that the fact that the law 
fixes the date for sitting of the board was 
notice that it was at the capital, charged 
with the duty to adjust assessments and 
as between classes and valuations ,as te- 
tween counties. This fact, he said, the 
telephone companies were bound to know, 
and nowhere in the law is there any re- 
Guirement of personal notice avd hearing. 

The court says, however, that “where an 
increase in the assessed valuation of any 
class or classes of property, as returned by 
any county or counties, is made by the 
state board of equalization and assessment 
without notice to such county or counties, 
and without affording sufficient oppor- 
tunity to be heard, such increase is in 
violation of section 5901, compiled statutes 
for 1922, and amounts to confiscation of 
property without due process and is, there- 
fore, a void increase of assessment.” 

The court says that it clearly appears 
from the record that the order complained 
of was entered by the board without notice 
to the counties: making the return and with- 
out affording sufficient opportunity to be 
heard. It also appears that the board did 
not call any witnesses nor was any testi- 
mony whatever considered with respect of 
the increased valuation of the telephone 
property in question. 

Provision of the Law. 

The law under which the board acted 
provides that the board shall issue a notice 
to the counties which it deems undervalued 
or overvalued on the tax list, as the facts 
may appear to warrant; and it is also pro- 
vided that it shall set a date for hearing 
at least tive days following the mailing of 
such notice. At such hearing, legal repre- 
sentatives of the counties may appear and 
show cause why the valuation or valua- 
tions of their counties shall not be in- 
creased or decreased by the state board: 
and after a full hearing the state board 
shall enter its order and certify it to the 
county clerks as provided elsewhere in the 
statute. 

The court quotes Cooley on taxation as 
laying down this fundamental: “As an in- 
crease in an assessment is not frequent and 
will seldom be anticipated by the taxpayer, 
who will not be likely to attend upon the 
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review except to seek a reduction, it seems 
safer and more just to hold, as has gen- 
erally been done, that the taxpayer should 


‘ have personal notice of any purpose to in- 


crease the assessment made against him.” 

In Bankers Life Insurance Co. vs. Board 
of Equalization, 89 Neb., 489, the state 
supreme court held, and it is specifically 
approved in this decision, that “the tax- 
payer has a right to rely upon his own 
sworn return made to the assessor, unless 
notice is given him of an intention to 
increase the amount thereof. A change of 
schedule without notice should be treated 
as a complaint made by the assessor to the 
board of equalization, and notice should 


’ be given of such complaint and an oppor- 


tunity for a hearing afforded. Any sub- 
stantial increase of the schedule without 
notice and an opportunity for a hearing 
amounts to the taking of the property of a 
citizen without due process of law and is 
void. 

Rule in Other States. 

The Nebraska court says that substan- 
tially a like rule prevails in many sister 
states. The rule in New York is: “A law 
imposing an assessment for a local im- 
provement without notice to, and a hear- 
ing or an opportunity to be heard, on the 
part of the owner of the property to be 
assessed, has the effect of depriving him 
of his property without due process of law 
and is unconstitutional. ... It is imma- 
terial that the assessment has been in fact 
fairly apportioned, the constitutional valid- 
ity of the act is to be tested, not by has 
been, but by what may be done under it.” 

In Dahne-Walker Co. vs. Bondurant, 
257 U. S. 282, at page 289, it is said: “A 
statute may be invalid as applied to one 
state of facts and yet valid as applied to 
another. . . . Besides, a litigant can be 
heard to question a statute’s validity only 
when and so far as it is being or is about 
to be applied to his disadvantage.” 

The rule in Michigan is: A taxpayer’s 
assessment cannot be raised by a city board 
of review without. such notice to him as 
will enable him to appear and object to the 
valuation on which it rests; if raised with- 
out such notice, he is only liable upon the 
former assessment, and if he pays the 
whole under protest, he can recover back 
the excess in an action against the city 
therefor. 

The Supreme Court of Kansas held that 
“Before the county commissioners liave 
power to raise the valuation of personalty, 
notice must be given the taxpayer, ari he 
have an opportunity to show that the 
valuation returned is correct.” 
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SEE HOW 


the new 
Matthews 
Scrulix Anchors 
set their 
tremendous 


holding power 
50% greater holding power guaranteed! 


Size for size the new Matthews Scrulix Anchors 
can be put down two feet deeper than any other 
screw anchor in the same length of time. The new 
Matthews Wrench permits the men to stand in 
upright comfortable positions during entire in- 
stallation—even when end of rod is down to 
ground level—as the handle can be moved up and 
down the extra long wrench. 


With any other screw anchor the wrench handle 
catches on the ground while the anchor rod is still 
two feet out of the ground — yet the anchor is 
down as far as the wrench can put it unless the 
men dig the ground away or use a ratchet handle; 
it has always been difficult, if not impossible, to 
get them to do this. Compare the size of the cones 
of earth on the two illustrations at the left. The 
extra depth of the new Scrulix is what gives it the 
tremendous holding power. Tests show 100% 
greater—we guarantee 50%. 


In extra hard clay or disintegrated rock drill apilot 
hole with the 381 Matthews Auger. This will make 
installation easy and enable you to get anchorages 
up to strength of the rod at less cost than with any 
other anchor. Ask for circular that tells all. W. N. 
Matthews Corporation, Engineers and Manufac- 
turers 3702 Forest Park Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 
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When writing to W. N.. Matthews Corp., please mention TELEPHONY. 
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In an early Nebraska case, it was held 
that “the county commissioners, acting as 
a board of equalization, cannot raise the 
assessment on property without giving 
notice to the owner; and if they do so in- 
crease the assessment of property without 
notice, they act without jurisdiction of the 
person or subject matter, and their pro- 
ceedings are void and of no effect.” 

The court closes by saying: “The great 
weight of authority, as disclosed by tax 
writers and adjudicated cases, clearly holds 
to the proposition that an assessed valua- 
tion of property cannot be increased with- 
out due notice to the owner of such prop- 
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erty, and this to the end that he may first 
be heard. It follows that the order of the 
board of equalization complained of herein 
which, in express terms, increases the 
assessed valuation of the property in suit 
20 per cent must be and it hereby is 
vacated and held for naught.” 

At the same time that the state board in- 
creased the telephone companies 20 per 
cent, it added 10 per cent to the valuations 
of all cattle and a like percentage to the 
valuations of all power and electric com- 
panies. It is estimated that these increases 
represented: Telephone companies, $3,666,- 
058 ; light and power companies, $2,038,000, 
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and cattle, $8,384,000. The decision of the 
court will lose to the state about $28,/10, 
while the other political subdivisions jose 
the remainder. 

The attorney general had advised against 


* this arbitrary act of the board, but was 


overridden out of a desire to add more 
property to the grand assessment roll and 
correspondingly reduce individual taxpay- 
ers’ assessments. It is not likely that a 
motion for a rehearing will be made, as 
the taxes become delinquent December 1, 
and all counties have their tax rolls made 
up. Under this decision the counties will 
have to revise their tax rolls in most cases, 


New York State Rates Raised by Court 


Federal Statutory Court Files Decision in New York Telephone Co. Rate Case 
Authorizing Rates Sufficient to Permit 7 Per Cent Return on Company's 
Plant Investment — Cuts Figures Recommended by Special Master's Report 


As briefly noted in last week’s issue of 
TELEPHONY, the federal statutory court in 
New York City on November 11 filec its 
decision in the New York Telephone Co. 
rate litigation. The court consisted of 
Circuit Court Judges Martin T. Manton, 
Thomas W. Swan and Harrie B. Chase. 
The decision bore the date of November 7. 

In his report, filed last March, Special 
Master in Chancery Isaac R. Oeland Axed 
the valuation of the company’s property in 
the state in 1926 used in interstate service 
at $518,109,584 and found that the com- 
pany’ was entitled to a return of 8 per 
cent on this amount. The federal court 
in its order reduced the valuation to $397,- 
207,925, and fixed the return at 7 per cent. 

The return on the master’s valuation’ at 
8 per cent would have been $41,448,767 in- 
stead of the present net return of $19, 
870,689, but under the court’s valuation the 
net return at 7 per cent will be $27,804,555, 
or an increase in the return of $7,933,866 
instead of $21,578,078. 

Discussion of Depreciation. 

The largest single deduction from the 
master’s finding was $60,000,000, represent- 
ing the: difference between the deprecia- 
tion reserve and the alleged actual depre- 
ciation allowed by the master. On this 
subject the court says: 

“The plaintiff deducted from gross earn- 
ings in each year since 1923 approximately 
5 per cent of the cost of its depreciable 
property, consisting briefly of buildings, 
central office equipment, overhead plant and 
underground plant and station equipment. 
The commission approved this percentage 
of reserve depreciation. 

“The plaintiff argues that this annual 
charge is merely a_ bookkeeping entry 
called an annual expense for depreciation 
and expenses; that after it had deducted 
from its gross revenues for the year the 
moneys which it had to expend for opera- 
tion and maintenance, including taxes, it 


had a balance left, and from this balance 
it made a further deduction by a book 
entry which it calls annual expense of 
depreciation.” 

The court says this estimate and deduc- 
tion is set aside from its rate-payers under 
the claim of depreciation. 

“In that case,” the court says, “the ex- 
cess reserve has been acquired lawfully 
and is the property of the plaintiff. But 
if the actual depreciation exists to the 
extent that the plaintiff has claimed in 
building up this reserve, it exists as much 
for valuation purposes as it did for the 
creation of the surplus. Whether or not 
the plaintiff admits the depreciation now 
or must do so in the future is unimpor- 
tant, for it is there, and the time of its 
admission is immaterial on the question of 
its existence. 

“Tf, as claimed by the plaintiff, sound, 
honest business methods have been fol- 
lowed and the straight-line method pur- 
sued by it was not excessive, the deprecia- 
tion reserve, when added to the property 
now or at any time, would be no more 
than sufficient to keep the actual value of 
the property constant. 

“The record satisfactorily shows that 
there is no more reason to believe that the 
actual existing depreciation in the plain- 
tiffs property is reflected by the amount 
of its reserve for depreciation than that it 
is shown by the estimate of experts who 
stated observed depreciation, which sum 
only was deducted by the master. 

“For these reasons, the plaintiff has failed 
in the burden, resting upon him, to prove 
that the reserve depreciation was greater 
than the actual depreciation, both seen and 
unseen, as measured by the depreciation 
reserve.” 

The court found that the master had 
taken these percentages and arrived at the 
fair present value of the company’s prop- 
erty throughout the state: ' 


July 1, 1924— 
ee ee ee $408,865,545 


Under construction .......... 32,000,721 
ee $440,866,266 
July 1, 1926— 

a re errr 512,008,688 

Under construction .......... 6,100,896 





RD eee, ees oe $518, 109,584 
July 1, 1928— 
In service .................. 585,463,909 
Under construction ........... 7,664,585 
0 a ee $593,128,494 


From these amounts the court made the 
following deductions : 


Inexperience factor ........... $17,393,214 
eT 25,000,000 
Cost of fimancing..........:... 22,943,109 
Bankers’ checking engineers.... 2,207,000 
Interest on preliminary costs... 2,554,763 





Pied ywiitnieaiea uae’ $70,098,086 


The figures show that the court rejected 
the master’s approval of the company’s 
claim that if the property were reproduced 
an inexperienced manufacturer would 
charge $17,000,000 more than the actual 
cost. It cut down the master’s finding of 
$35,000,000 for going value to $10,000,000. 

It eliminated the entire amount of almost 
$23,000,000 claimed and approved of by the 
master for cost of financing. It struck 
out over $2,000,000 for bankers’ checking 
engineers. It struck out $2,000,000 for in- 
terest on preliminary cost. These items 
alone total more than $70,000,000. The 
total disallowance amounted to more than 
$120,000,000. 

Return on Fair Value 

The court says that the rate of return 
on the fair value of the company’s property 
as of July 1, 1926, would be less than 6 
per cent and as of July 1, 1928, less than 6 
per cent. 

It finds that the company “should have 
the relief it seeks” and until the pv lic 
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The old way. This machine 


for stranding cable was the best 
in the country, but— 








Western Electric engineers worked out a 
uew way, stranding cable more qutckly, 
more safely, more economically. 
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N equipment and methods the 
Western Electric telephone cable 
plant of 1927 set the pace. But that 
didn’t satisfy the company’s manu- 
facturing engineers. They put the 
plant in the test tube of critical 
judgment—and they came out with 
something even better. 
It meant revising processes, re- 
designing machines, rebuilding a 
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uw wasnt 


good enough 


factory which occupied sixteen huge 
structures. But it was worth it! 

Whether making cable or any of 
the 10,000 items of, telephone ap- 
paratus, Western Electric seeks till it 
finds the better and more efficient 
and more economical way. As 
manufacturer for the Bell System 
this is its share in good telephone 
service. 


Western Efsecfric 


MAKERS OF YOUR TELEPHONE 
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service commission shall have fixed the 
rate consistent with the opinion, the com- 
pany shall have injunctive relief and may 
increase its charges to insure a 7 per cent 
return. 

This decision of the federal court ends 
for the present the litigation for higher 
rates begun by the New York company, in 
1921. It has won since 1926 a total in- 
crease of about $17,000,000. The present 
rate case was begun by the company on 
April 26, 1924, and the actual hearings in 
the trial before the master began October 
14, 1924, and ended September 10, 1928. 

The matter before the master had to do 
with the rates of New York City between 
May 1, 1924, and July 1, 1926, as well as 
of rates in the rest of the state. The tes- 
timony was taken in 710 hearings, and 
came from 609 witnesses. It covered more 
than 36,000 pages and included 3,288 
exhibits. 

Increase Outside New York City. 

Whatever the precise increase is it is 
expected that the bulk of it will be placed 
upon the telephone users in the state out- 
side of New York City. This opinion is 
based upon the fact that in 1926 the New 
York Public Service Commission allowed 
the company an increased return of $9,- 
111,378, including the return obtained by 
the company of a 10 per cent surcharge 
allowed by the federal court in May, 1924, 
and which amounted to about $7,000,000. 
The commission allowed a 7 per cent re- 
turn while the company contended that it 
was entitled to 8 per cent. 

The total number of telephone stations 
in September, 1928, was 1,662,366 in New 
York City and 752,967 in the rest of the 
state. Last month the figures showed that 
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the number in New York City had in- 
creased to 1,771,988 and in the rest of the 
state to 812,286, an increase of 168,941. 
The total number in both city and up- 
state last month was 2,584,274. 

In commenting on the decision, Corpora- 
tion Counsel Hilly of New York City 
said : 

Comments on Decision. 

“The city has established by this case 
several things that the legal department 
has contended for years should be given 
weight in a rate case. 

“First, Judge Manton has ruled in favor 
of my claim that a company cannot charge 
its customers annually large amounts to 
cover theoretical depreciation and at the 
same time demand of the subscribers a rate 
for the service that will pay a return on 
the capital invested without deducting 
from the gross investment the amount in 
the depreciation reserve account. 

“In other words, it has been the claim 
of the city that if the company insists that 
there is no depreciation other than is ob- 
servable on inspection, that being measured 
by the estimated cost to restore the old 
property to a condition equal to new, there 
is no justice in setting up millions in the 
reserve account for theoretical depreciation 


unless those millions are deducted from the ° 


investment on which the 
demand an annual return. 
“Another point on which the court fol- 
lowed in part the request of the city is 
that on the rate of return that the com- 
pany is entitled to earn. The American 
Telephone & Telegraph experts claimed 8 
per cent. The city argued for 6 per cent. 
The court said 7 per cent was reasonable, 
although in recent cases the highest court 


company can 
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has ruled that 8 _ per 
unreasonable.” 

While officials of the New York Tecie- 
phone Co. were unable to indicate in what 
proportion they would levy upon telephone 
subscribers the $7,933,866 annual increase 
allowed by Federal Judge Martin T. \an- 
ton on the basis of a 7 per cent return on 


cent is jot 


the company’s investment, city and siate 
officials conversant with the rate decision 
estimated that the net increase to tele- 
phone subscribers would amount to not 
more than 4 or 5 per cent at the most. 
James S. McCulloh, president of the 
New York Telephone Co., in a formal 


statement on November 12 pointed out that 
the figures on which the decision of Judge 
Manton was based were as of July 1, 1926. 
Since then, according to Mr. McCulloh, 
the company has made large additions and 
extensions radically affecting valuation, 
revenues. and expenses which must be 
brought down to date before the effect of 
the decision upon the company’s rates and 
charges can be determined. 

“To provide telephone service which the 
people in New York City and the balance 
of the state demand,” said he, “is me@re 
costly today than in the past and the ad- 
justment in rates is needed to take care, 
in part, of these added costs. Such new 
rates as may be adopted will be designed 
to encourage the universal use of the serv- 
ice without placing an undue burden on 
any user. 

“We believe that primarily telephone 
users are interested in having telephone 
service that is fully adequate to their needs, 
and that they will not be content with in- 
efficient service, even though the cost of 
the poor service may be slightly less.” 


What the Commissions Are Doing 


Up-to-the-Minute News Regarding the Activities of State and Interstate Com- 
missions, Courts and City Councils in Matters Concerning Telephone Com- 
panies—Summary of Commission Orders and Schedule of Telephone Hearings 


Dual Tax on Jointly-Used Poles 
Held Valid in Mississippi. 

The wires and poles of a telegraph com- 
pany in Mississippi, when used jointly for 
telephone and telegraph service, are sub- 
ject to a privilege tax of 35 cents per pole 
for each service, according to a decision 
of the Mississippi Supreme Court. 

The court this month affirmed a de- 
cision of the circuit court of the first 
district of Hinds County in a suit brought 
by the state tax collector, W. J. Miller, 
against the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. 
The lower court held that the company’s 
wires and poles, which are used for both 
classes of service, are taxable separately. 

The company had paid the privilege tax 
on its telegraph lines, but refused to pay 
the same tax on wires used for telephon- 
ing, contending that the few telephones in 


operation were used only to facilitate its 
telegraph business and not as a commer- 
cial proposition. The same wires and poles 
are used for both, the company said. 

The supreme court held that the law 
specifically states that where a company 
operates more than one business, it shall 
pay the privilege tax for each. 


New San Francisco Rates Marked 
Improvement Over Old. 

While the increase of $2,000,000 granted 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. in 
the San Francisco area by the California 
Railroad Commission is supposed to in- 
crease the company’s return to 7 per cent, 
the company’s estimate is much below that 
figure. Its estimate is that the annual return 


on the present fair value of the property 
devoted to the rendering of telephone ser- 


vice in the San Francisco and East Bay 
exchanges will approximate only 2.5 per 
cent under the new rates. 

Aside from the rate of return on the 
fair value of the property, which is 
thought to be inadequate, the rates con- 
tained in the decision, while at a low level, 
are a marked improvement over the obso- 
lete and otherwise unsatisfactory 
under which the company has been trying 
to give a modern telephone service. 


rates 


The rates fixed for business service in 
San Francisco do away with the complex 
and inflexible schedule which dates back 
as far as 1894. The new message rates 
for business service in the East Bay elim- 
inate the many existing inequalities and 
provide an equitable distribution of 
charges among the subscribers. 

The elimination of the residence © iN- 


ne 


— 
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HE ASSOCIATED TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, which is owned by British and American 
Interests, undertakes outside of United States of America: 
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1. Engineering, Construction, Management and 
Operation of Complete Telephone Installations. 


2. The Examination, Negotiation and Acquisition 
of Telephone Concessions. 


3. Financing Telephone Operating Properties, or 
Extensions to Existing Plant. 


THE ASSOCIATED TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY and its Allied Companies own and manage 
directly or indirectly upwards of 300,000 Telephones, and 
are connected with important British and other Manufac- 
turing and Financial Interests throughout the World. 


Corporate Headquarters: 100 West Monroe Street, Chicago ) 
Cable Address: “‘TELANTEL” 


Bankers in U. S. A. 


Harris Trust and Savings Bank, Chicago, U. S. A. 
Continental Dllinois Bank and Trust Company, Chicago, U. 8. A. 
Commerce Trust Company, Kansas City, U. 8S. A. 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York 


U. S. Financial Agents: Theodore Gary and Company, 
Kansas City 
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Bankers in London 
Westminster Bank, Limited 4 


London Financial Agents: Theodore Gary and Company London 
Stafford House, Norfolk Street, Strand, London, W. C. 2. 
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Can we throw some light 
on your problems? 











O single swallow makes a summer—nor does a single 
instrument go farther than a candle’s feeble glow 
to lighten the problems of Electrical Development. 


Take any Weston Instrument—any model or range. The 
most complete description possible would fail to convey a 
full conception of its probable uses. The needs of electri- 
cal measurement are too numerous and varied for even an 
attempt at classification with respect to the application of 
a single instrument or, for that matter, Weston’s complete 
line of instruments. 


It is a case where the mountain should come to Moham- 
med! For more than forty years the Electrical Industry 
has come to Weston for the solution of its measurement 
problems. With the tremendous increase in scientific de- 
velopments, involving the use of new instruments and 
special requirements as to design, electrical characteristics 
and ranges, it is becoming a problem in itself to sense the 
exact needs in all branches of industry. 


But Weston research, manufacturing and consultation 
facilities are available to all. Engineering and sales rep- 
resentation in all the principal cities of the world affords 
convenient points of contact with instrument headquar- 
ters, so that your problems can be brought to us for study 
and solution. If the abridged listing in our catalog does 
not cover the instruments you require, we shall be glad 
to receive your communication and will give it prompt 
attention. , 
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box and four-party line service by the sub- 
stitution of a two-party message-rate resi- 
dence service is a marked advance in mod- 
ern telephone rate making. This item alone 
will have a substantial effect in the gen- 
eral improvement of service, not only to 
those subscribing to four-party flat or coin 
service, but to all subscribers. The new 
service will greatly reduce party-line in- 
terference and busy lines, thereby permit- 
ting a more satisfactory service through- 
out the entire exchange. 


Real Status of Franchise and 


Rates in Osceola, Iowa. 

In the November 16 issue of TELEPH- 
ONY, on page 36, appeared an item rela- 
tive to the franchise rates of the Clark 
County Mutual Telephone Co. in Osceola, 
Iowa, which was taken over by the. Middle 
States Utilities Co. The item was based 
upon information published in an Iowa 
newspaper, which did not state the actual 
facts. 

It was stated that the Middle States 
Utilities claimed the right to raise its rates 
and the city claimed the franchise rates 
should be charged and that the court sus- 
tained the city. In a letter to TELEPHONY, 
M. L. Golladay, general manager of the 
company says: 

“The fact of the matter is that the case 
has not been tried, primarily for the reason 
that the date fixed for the trial has not 
arrived. We were, however, overruled on 
a motion to dismiss, which we filed on the 
ground that the plaintiff, the city of 
Osceola, had no legal cause for action. 
The judge ruled the case must be tried on 
its merits, thereby overruling our de- 
murrer. 

Our situation in Osceola briefly is this: 
There were two systems in Osceola, both 
giving common battery party-line service 
at $1.50 for business and $1.00 for resi- 
dence. The Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. was forced to quote this rate because 
of the competition of the Clarke County 
Mutual Telephone Co., which in turn was 
forced to make this rate for the reason 
that its franchise contained a rate sched- 
ule to that effect. 

The Middle States Utilities Co. pur- 
chased both properties, combined the plants, 
purchased a building and installed a new 
common battery board therein. Then it 
asked for $3.50 straight-line business, $2.00 
straight-line residence, $3.00 for party-line 
business, $1.50 4-party residence. These 
rates, I think, all fair-minded people will 
agree are not out of line. Further, the com- 
bined service does not cost the subscriber 
for a similar class of service any more 
than he was formerly paid. The court 
did not require us to post a bond; but we 
voluntarily offered to post one, due to the 
fact that the city attorney had advised the 
people through the local papers not to pay 
their bills, which was interfering with our 
collections. Our offer to post a bond 
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stopped this interference. I am happy -to 
say that there is no general dissatisfac- 
tion with our rates.” 


Commission Has Jurisdiction Over 
Utilities with Franchises. 

The Indiana Public Service Commission 
and not the city has jurisdiction over utili- 
ties operating under a franchise, according 
to a ruling issued November 15 by the 
commission. The ruling was an inter- 
locutory order in connection with the pe- 
tition of the Home Telephone Co. of Port- 
land, Ind., for a rate increase. Counsel 
for the city of Portland objected to the 
state assuming jurisdiction, contending that 
since the telephone company operates under 
a franchise issued by the city, the city 
alone has authority to regulate rates. 

The commission directed Calvin MclIn- 
tosh, hearing commissioner, to proceed with 
the hearing and adjust the rates. The tele- 
phone company in that city is one of the 
few utilities which still operates under a 
franchise instead of an indeterminate per- 
mit granted by the Indiana commission. 


Minnesota Company Ordered to 
Cease Invasion of Territory. 
In the matter of the complaint of the 

Home Telephone Co., Cottonwood, Minn., 
alleging invasion of territory and dupli- 
cation of service by the Green Valley 
Rural Telephone Co., the Minnesota Rail- 
road & Warehouse Commission in a re- 
cent decision, directed the Green Valley 
company to disconnect the wire circuit now 
attached to its rural line and extending 
northward from a point near the residence 
of George Schmidt and cease to render 
service to Roy Myers. 

The Green Valley company is a farmers’ 
line company, operating rural lines in the 
vicinity of Green Valley and extending to 
the city of Marshall at which point rural 
exchange switching service is received 
from the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 

The commission found that George 
Schmidt resides at the breaking point be- 
tween the two companies’ rural lines and 
has been a subscriber of each company 
for a number of years past and also that 
Roy Myers, living in the territory served 
by the Home company, had a telephone in- 
stalled by the Green Valley Rural com- 
pany. This was found by the commission 
to constitute an invasion of the territory 
of the Home company and it was there- 
fore ordered that the Green Valley com- 
pany cease to render service to those two 
residences. 


Rural Company Ordered to Ex- 
tend Service to Complainant. 
The Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 

Commission recently ordered the Poke- 

gama Rural Telephone Co. to install its 

telephone in the residence of J. H. Holland, 
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who had filed a complaint alleging refusal 
to furnish service. 

The Pokegama Rural Telephone Co.'s 
refusal to furnish service, the commission 
found, was based upon a vote of the board 
of directors who decided it was not neces- 
sary to grant the request, and that their 
by-laws provide that a stockholder must 
live on the line of the company in order 
to have a telephone installed. 

The complainant holds a share of stock 
in the Pokegama Rural Telephone Co., 
which fact was admitted by the company; 
also, that the company admitted that ex- 
tensions had been made to the main line 
for certain stockholders and that there 
was no physical objection or reason for not 
granting the complainant’s request. 

It was found that the petitioner resides 
substantially at the breaking point of the 
Pokegama company’s line and the Henri- 
etta Telephone Co.’s line, from which 
company he is now receiving service. 

It was also found that public conven- 
ience and necessity required that the 
Pokegama Rural Telephone Co. install its 
telephone in the rural residence of Mr. 
Holland and that he expressed his willing- 
ness to cooperate in the matter of making 
the installation. 





Company Authorized to Close Ex- 
change at Blue Springs, Neb. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has ruled that as the legislature has 
required that 60 per cent of the sub- 
scribers on an exchange must agree to the 
abandonment of an exchange before the 
commission can allow discontinuance of 
service, the only questions before the com- 
mission, when a petition with that number 
of signers is presented, for determination, 
relate to sufficiency and efficiency of the 
service proposed and the reasonableness of 
the rates. 

It holds that the legislature having seen 
fit to occupy the field, the commission 
must conclude that this 60 per cent repré- 
sents both the maximum and the minimum 
expression of the public desire necessary. 
This law applies only to companies operat- 
ing ten or more exchanges, and the legis: 
lative purpose was to prevent the larger 
companies from pulling out of the small 
towns where few pay operating expenses. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
recently purchased the exchange at Blue 
Springs, Neb., of the Gage County Tele- 
phone Co. This town of 1,500 adjoins the 
railroad town of Wymore, with a popula- 
tion of 4,000, where the Lincoln company 
has long maintained an exchange. It re 
cently completed at Wymore a building of 
its own, and installed new equipment. The 
Wymore exchange has no rural lines, but 
there are 387 farmers attached to the Plue 
Springs exchange, which has 18 business 
and 163 residence patrons. The rural !ines 
are grounded and the town magneto 
service. 
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The proposal of the Lincoln company 
was to attach all of these to the Wymore 
exchange, by cable, with the same classi- 
fication of service and rates as now made 
effective at Wymore. This will increase 
the Blue Springs rates, as under the new 
schedule they will be $3.75 a month for 
business, $2.25 for one party and $1.75 for 
iwo-party residence, with $1.75 for farm 
service. More than 60 per cent of both 
the town and rural groups signed petitions 
asking to be attached to the Wymore ex- 
change, the rural patrons making the fur- 
ther stipulation that they be given an addi- 
tional exchange. 

‘The commission says that at the hearing 
objectors charged that there had been 
irregularities in the signing of names, but 
a committee named to make a check-up re- 
ported to the contrary, various signers say- 
ing they put their names there and that no 
misrepresentations had been made and no 
misunderstanding existed. 

The commission says that it is of the 
opinion that service through the Wymore 
switchboard will be entirely satisfactory 
and of a high standard. The central office 
equipment is practically new. The change 
from the hand-crank type to common bat- 
tery system should result in a much more 
efficient service to the town subscribers of 
Blue Springs. 

The metallicizing of the farm lines 
should markedly improve the service over 
that which it is possible to render on a 
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grounded line where transmission lines are 
operating in the same general territory. 


Farm-line subscribers are to be given 
their choice of one additional exchange 
without additional charge. This should re- 
sult in the farmer subscriber being able to 
talk to neighbors who possibly reside in 
the twilight between any two exchanges, 
without the payment of toll. The service 
to all classes of subscribers should be 
markedly improved by the proposed change. 

The commission says it had recently be- 
fore application of the Lincoln company in- 
volving the rates at the Wymore exchange. 
The schedule now in effect is the one re- 
cently authorized, after a most careful con- 
sideration of all of the factors involved in 
a rate case. There appears to be no ele- 
ments in the proposed change which might 
vary, to any great extent, net earnings and 
fair return on the fair value of the prop- 
erty. Accordingly it seems unnecessary to 
discuss in great detail in this application 
the reasonableness of the rates, the sched- 
ule having been so recently considered by 
the commission. 


It is, therefore, ordered that. the com- 
pany be given authority to discontinue the 
Blue Springs exchange and to publish and 
collect from the present subscribers there- 
to the Wymore rates whenever the con- 
nection is established. 


Commission Allows Increase As 
Return Is Reasonable. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has granted authority to the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. to increase its 
rates November 1 at its Fairbury exchange, 
to the following: Business, individual, 
$4.25; business, two-party, $3.75; residence, 
individual, $2.50; residence, two-party, 
$2.00. No change was asked for in rural 
rates. 


The company submitted in evidence the 
schedules of rates that the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. was authorized by the 
federal court some years ago to put into 
effect at its exchanges at Holdrege, AI- 
liance, Central City, Chadron and McCook, 
comparable in size with that at Fairbury. 
The individual business rate at Fairbury 
is 25 cents a month less than at the named 
points, while the others are the same, ex- 
cept farm, where the Fairbury rate is 50 
cents a month less. 

The company serves 243 business houses 
on individual lines, and 23 on two-party 
lines, with 399 single line residence and 742 
party service residence. This makes a total 
of 1,407 main line subscribers, outside the 
farmers not involved. The company pur- 
chased the property from the Bell com- 
pany and the Fairbury Telephone Co., 
which were in competition there, in 1912, 
and owns its own exchange and office build- 
ing. The properties have been well main- 
tained and are found to be in good physi- 
cal condition. 
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The exhibit of the company showed that 
the old schedule results in partial con!isca- 
tion of the property, the net earnings for 
the last four years being respectively 4.94 
per cent, 3.36 per cent, 3.76 per cent and 
4.65 per cent. Last year the revenues were 
$60,805, while under the new schedule they 
will be $69,589. In 1928 the expenses were 
$50,005 and it is estimated that for the 
future they will be $53,513, giving a future 
net of $16,055 instead of $10,799 as at 
present. : 

The commission finds, on review, that 
the expense items are correctly stated, and 
the revenue estimate may reasonably be 
expected to meet the actual results. The 
only criticism is the charging of 6 per cent 
for depreciation, which the commission says 
ought to be 5.5 per cent. The commission 
said that the figures presented as to valua- 
tion, which had been carefully checked and 
analyzed, show a book cost of $233,284. 
This is arrived at by taking the appraisal 
figure used at the time the original prop- 
erty was appraised, and adding, according 
to the commission rules, additions and bet- 
terments. 

The company’s reproduction new valua- 
tion totaled $281,210 and, depreciated, $238,- 
287; the commission reaches different fig- 
ures, respectively $266,488 and $208,572. 
It refuses to accept the company’s theory 
of deterioration which gives no considera- 
tion to accrued depreciation not visible, or 
inadequacy or obsolescence. The company 
asked that there be added for working 
capital $11,270 on the basis of $5 a station 
and going concern value of $281.12, or 10 
per cent of reproduction new. These were 
not considered by the commission engi- 
neers, although the commission recognizes 
their part in valuations. 

The commission refuses to accept the 
theory that reproduction new less depreci- 
ation is the sole and only factor to be 
given consideration, but admits that it must 
be considered. As the net revenues avail- 
able for dividends will not return more 
than 6.5 per cent on the book cost, it finds 
it unnecessary to find a fair valuation at 
this time. 

“Certainly,” adds the commission, “it 
cannot be said that a return of approxi- 
mately 6.5 per cent on book-~ cost is a 
higher rate of return than the applicant is 
legally entitled to earn. If consideration 
be given to reproduction new values, the 
percentage of return would be reduced be- 
low that figure. The conclusion must be 
reached that rates proposed by the com- 
pany are fair, reasonable and necessary.” 


Couzens Outlines Compromise on 


His Communications Bill. 
Senator Couzens of Michigan, chairman 
of the Senate interstate commerce com- 
mittee, declared orally on November 15 
that to compromise in a measure, the gen- 
eral opposition of state utility commis 
sions toward his bill (S. 6) proposing 4 
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federal commission to regulate interstate 
communication and power transmission, he 
js willing to alter the provisions on wire 
communication to conform with the less 
broad authority granted over power 
transmission. 

Proposing to set up a commission on 
communications and power, Mr. Couzens 
says that he has discussed his measure 
with the president, Charles Webster, of 
the National Association of Railroad & 
Utility Commissioners, and is advised that 
the association feels that such legislation 
invades state rights over wire communica- 
tions and power transmission. 

Despite the fact that those sections of 
the bill relating to the telephone and tele- 
graph were lifted substantially without 
change from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission act, Senator Couzens stated 
that he received the impression from Mr. 
Webster that these portions of the bill are 
the most strongly opposed by the state 
commissions. 

“I made that part of the bill relating to 
federal control of interstate power trans- 
mission less broad because it is an entirely 
new field,” explained Senator Couzens, add- 
ing that before the committee is through 
with it, the legislation will carry ample 
authority for the proposed commission to 
reach the holding companies controlling 
interstate electrical transmission. 

“The sections on wire communications 
were taken substantially without change 
from statutes giving the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission this authority enacted 
years ago. Yet this part seems to be the 
principal cause for complaint. I suppose 
it is because the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has been too overburdened 
with the railroads to give much attention 
to communications.” 

To date, the Senate interstate commerce 
committee has held hearings only on those 
portions of the bill relating to wireless 
communication. Delayed by the tariff bill, 
Senator Couzens stated that his committee 
cannot resume its work until this contro- 
versial legislation is out of the way. 


Changes in Personnel in Ohio Pub- 


lic Utilities Commission. 

Important changes were made in the 
personnel of the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission early this month. Roscoe C. 
McCollough, who was named chairman of 
the commission by Governor Myers Y. 
Cooper at the beginning of the present 
year, was named United States senator to 
succecd Theodore E. Burton, of Cleveland, 
who died recently. 

John W. Bricker, a Columbus attorney, 
Was named to succeed Mr. McCollough 
on the commission. He is named for a 
term cnding in February, 1933. Mr. 


Bricke: served four years as special coun- 
sel in the office of the attorney general, 
during which time he represented the state 
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When weather conditions are extreme and storms play 
havoc with the lines, making it necessary to do repair 
work under unusually severe conditions, then National 
Sleeves prove of tremendous service to the mainte- 
nance crews. 

For this reason*many of the largest telephone com- 
panies have made it a policy to lay in a supply of 
National Sleeves before the start of the severe 
weather. 

These sleeves are kept separate from the regular 
supply as reserve stock and are used to meet emer- 
gency conditions only. The companies adopting this 
measure have found the policy wise and profitable. 

National Sleeves have strength, durability and effi- 
ciency—air and moisture proof they prevent corro- 
sion. They make the actual work easier and assure a 
perfect joint;that is uniform with every other joint 
made. / 

Write today for full information about National 
Splicing Sleeves, or better still send in your order for 
your emergency stock. 
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Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 


ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their 


Elections. 

Lone Tree, lowa—Stockholders of the 
Lone Tree Telephone Co. elected the fol- 
lowing new directors of the company: Dr. 
J. H. Lingo, Charles Shelladay, William 
Crawford, Edna Carl, Fred Kirchner, 
Jesse Holdeman and George Raynor. 


Financial. 

PLATTEVILLE, Wuis.—Directors of the 
Platteville, Rewey & Ellenboro Telephone 
Co. at their annual business meeting de- 
clared the annual $10 dividend for the 
fourth consecutive year. The par value 
of the stock was $20. Plans for improve- 
ments during the year include connecting 
Livingston with the Platteville exchange. 

Franchises. 

Catmar, Iowa—The Northwestern Bell 
Telephone "Co. was recently granted a fran- 
chise to operate here for a term of 25 
years 

RoLtanp, Iowa—The Story County In- 
dependent Telephone Co. was refused a 
25-year franchise in Roland by voters of 
the town 66 to 30 in a special election re- 
cently. 

The company, which has been operating 
for many years under a town ordinance, 
submitted the proposition of the town 
granting a franchise to build and main- 
tain a telephone system in Roland for 25 
years. Very little interest was manifested 
sin the election, it is stated. 

Construction. 

Morritton, ArkK.—The Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. has begun work on a 
rural system to center in Morrilton and 
to include 63 miles of lines. Three of the 
lines will cross the Arkansas river to reach 
territory in that section of Conway county. 

RUSSELLVILLE, ARK.—A. lot has _ been 
purchased by the Russellville Telephone 


Co. and will be utilized as the site for an 
Company 


exchange. officials, however, 
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said construction probably would not be 
undertaken until spring. 

Capron, ILt.—Workmen for the Illinois 
Commercial Telephone Co. have started to 
rebuild the rural lines of the company 
around Capron, and if weather permits, will 
work all winter or until the entire job is 
finished, according to G. M. Thompson, 
manager of the company at Belvidere. 

Hittsporo, Irt.—G. L. Mays, general 
manager of Illinois Commercial Telephone 
Co., states that he has taken’ an option on 
a lot here for the purpose of erecting a 
new central office for his company. He 
also reports that the ‘company plans to 
rebuild the system purchased from the 
General Telephone Co. 

Paris, Irtr..—The Wabash Valley Tele- 
phone Co. has under way a program or 
improvement in plant and equipment 
throughout its territory. Very marked im- 
provement is noted in service and a large 
increase in subscribers has resulted. Two 
new copper circuits have been completed 
between Paris and Terre Haute and new 
circuits are to be constructed between 
Paris and Chrisman, and between Paris 
and Robinson. 

Stymour, Iowa—About 3,000 feet of 
underground cable are to be laid in Sey- 
mour by a force of workmen employed by 
the Genoa & Seymour Farmers Mutual 
Telephone Co., it has been announced. The 
men, in charge of H. J. Seamon of Wash- 
ington, Iowa, are now engaged in the 
work, “ 

ALMENA, Kans.—The Norton County 
Cooperative Telephone Co. has just re- 
cently installed a new one-position mag- 
neto switchboard here. 

Hatt Summit, Kans.—The Farmers 
Mutual Telephone Co. has installed a 
new one-position magneto switchboard at 
its exchange here. 

Muskecon, Micu.—Included in the ex- 


Plants and Systems 


tension program of the Michigan Home 
Telephone Co. which is contained in the 
1930 budget, is an additional line between 
Hart and Shelby, rebuilding of the Mus- 
kegon-Ludington line, additional facilities 
between Muskegon and Whitehall and 15 
additional circuits between Muskegon and 
Grand Rapids, besides numerous minor 
extensions. 

W. E. Hutchins, general manager, states 
that toll business in Muskegon jumped 40 
per cent in the first eight months of the 
present year over a year ago and has 
necessitated an increase in operating force 
of 23 people in that exchange. 

St. Lours, Mo—The Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. will spend more than $50,- 
000,000 within the next few years for link- 
ing all cities of the Southwest by a system 
of underground conduits, according to E. 
D. Nims, president of the company. 

The project, he said, originally called 
for the expenditure of $40,000,000 but it 
was decided to increase the amount $10,- 
000,000 in view of later engineering cost 
estimates. 

Work on the underground network re- 
cently was started with the beginning of a 
$7,000,000 conduit line to connect St. Louis 
and Kansas City. Crews now are working 
on the line west from St. Charles and east 
from Kansas City. 

Work also will start next spring on a 
new long-distance exchange building in 
Kansas City at an estimated cost of 
$1,000,000. 

Cotton, S. D.—All telephone wires on 
Main street are to be put underground 
by the Colton Telephone Co., it is stated. 
Manager Borcherding has a force of men 
at work installing the underground tele- 
phone cable, of which there will be ap- 
proximately 4,000 feet. 

CROWELL, TEXAS—The Haskell Tele- 
phone Co., operator of the telephone sys- 





Creosoted Wood Conduit 


Railroad Ties, Bridge 
and Lumber—Mannfacturers of Cross Arms, Si 
and Wyckoff Conduit for Underground Wires. 


The Wyckoff Pipe & Creosoting Company 


OFFICE: 522 5th Ave., N. Y. 


Timbers, Piles, Poles, Pa Blocks 
gnal 


eee = 
ORKS: Portsmouth, Va. 








EVER-PROTECT CABLE COMPOUND 








EFFECTIVE in maintaining your underground 
and aerial cable in perfect condition 














NATIONAL CABLE COMPOUND CO. 











Northern 


Lumber Exchange 





Western 


CEDAR POLES 


A full assortment of sizes 
Prompt Shipments Assured 


T. M. Partridge Lumber Co. 
MINNEAPOLIS 




















MITCHELL INDIANA 
ACID ROSIN 
CORE KE STER CORE 
For on on OD, Ge Or 0) E> For + 
HEAVY &,, R DELICA 
ae SOLDER es 





ct 


0 


Om ®@ ose PR Sos 


-_ m wn On wa ee et 8d et 4 


a i: a lade 








n stairways. The building will be 78 feet 
: 84 inches by 52 feet in size with full base- 
ment. 
d The building will cost about $50,000 and 
it the cost of the modern repeater equipment, 
” including switchboards, about $75,000. It 
t is expected that this expenditure of $125,- 
000 will take care of the natural increase 
" in the telephone business at Rice Lake 
a and vicinity for 20 vears. 
is Miscellaneous. 
g Bupa, Irt.—The building formerly oc- 
st cupied by the Citizens State Bank here 
was sold to the Standard Telephone Co. 
a of Illinois for a consideration of $5,000. 
n KEWANEE, Itt —The accounting depart- 
)f ment of the Illinois Northern Telephone =F, meean wr @ SS aioe g water 2 ie aes alll | Giaeea w aS, ae 
Co., handling business of the company Kes 2 a mee : 8 4 a e% 
: in Monmouth, Macomb and Astoria as well % es ¥ j 5 & * 
| as this city, has been transferred to De- <A DPEnD ey S93 a 
1. catur, occupying offices of the Standard NRE Besctactintbacetiant sake 
n Telephone Co., which is affiliated with the 
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tem in Crowell, will install the flashlight 
system in the city as a result of a vote 
of telephone users for the improved sys- 
tem at extra cost. More than 85 per cent 
of the patrons voted for the change. 

The Haskell Telephone Co. is at present 
improving its entire system here. A new 
two-story brick structure for the Crowell 
branch of this company is practically com- 
pleted. New cable is replacing old wires 
to every part of the city. 

GLeENwoop City, Wis.—The Community 
Telephone Co. is arranging to replace all 
of its overhead wiring here with under- 
ground cables, and has secured a permit 
from the city council to make the change. 

LapysMITH, Wis.—Ten miles of rural 
telephone lines of the Rusk County Rural 
Telephone Co. are being built near here. 

Rice Lake, Wis.—Work sstarted re- 
cently at the excavation for a new tele- 
phone building at Rice Lake to be used 
jointly by the Wisconsin Telephone Co. 
and the Barron County Telephone Co. The 
new building will be located across the 
street from the present office and will be a 
two-story, fireproof building of brick, tile 
and concrete construction, with all marble 


Illinois Northern company. Sam Slusher, 
local manager, said general management 
will continue to be handled from this city 
and if developments are favorable, plans 
for the new building with possible return 
of the department here, will go ahead. 
GaLteNA, Kans.—Raymond V. Swaney 
of Galena recently became the head of the 
Kansas State Telephone Co. system here 
and at Baxter Springs. Ola Kendall, re- 
tiring manager, was transferred to Mich- 
igan to head the Wolverine Telephone 
Co. as a result of promotions made by the 
Associated Telephone Utilities Co. 
Butter, Mo.—Carl Baker, assistant man- 
ager of the Midwest Telephone Co. here, 
has been appointed manager of the district 
office at Tipton of the Midwest company 
and has assumed his new duties. 
Bucyrus, Onto—Charles W. Wilson 
succeeded Charles W. Heiskell as manager 
of the Bucyrus Telephone Co., it was an- 
nounced recently by George Quatman, vice- 
President of the Sweezy interests of AI- 
liance. Mr. Heiskell resigned effective 
on that date. Mr. Wilson comes here from 
the managership at Shelby. 
Corsicana, Texas—A. S. LeVelle, for- 
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mer central office. repairman for the 
Southwestern Bell Telephone & Telegraph HE | EVELAND 
Co., has recently been promoted to the 
Position of wire chief of the Corsicana 


office aid has entered upon his new duties. 
He succeeds J. R. O’Neal, who is on a 
disability furlough. 

Mr. LcVelle has been connected with the 
Corsicana division of the Southern T. & T. 
Co. about three years and with the Bell 
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WHAT THE COMMISSIONS 
ARE DOING. 
(Continued from page 39.) 
in many hearings before the commission 

and thus is familiar its practices. 

Judge Frank W. Geiger, of Springfield, 
another recent appointee on the commit- 
tee, has been named chairman. In addi- 
tion to Mr. Bricker and Mr. Geiger, the 
other member of the commission is Wil- 
liam Kinger, of Lima. 


Summary of Commission Rulings 
and Schedule of Hearings. 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

November 15: Hearing at Washington 
in the matter of the application of the Bell 
Telephone Co. of Pa. for authority to ac- 
quire the properties of the Bear Gap & 
Numidia Telephone Co., located in Co- 
lumbia, Montour and Northumberland 
counties, Pa.,. for $15,000. 

CALIFORNIA. 

November 13: Edgar A. Poe, Alma Poe 
Murphy, and Ethel M. Poe, owners of 
the Adam W. Poe Telephone Line which 
extends from San Andreas to Mountain 
Ranch and Sheep Ranch, Calaveras county, 
granted permission to discontinue public 
utility operation on and after January 1, 
1930. The Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has expressed its willingness and readi- 
ness to extend telephone service to the 
present subscribers of the Poe Telephone 
Line. 

ILLINOIs. 

November 5: No action taken on: 

Shannon Telephone Co.’s rate schedule, 
lil. C. C. 1, supplemental sheet No. 3, ap- 
plicable to Shannon and vicinity effective 
November 14, 1929: 

Jerseyville Telephone Co.’s rate sched- 
ule Ill. C. C. 4, original sheet No. 8, ap- 
plicable to Jerseyville, effective December 
1, 1929. 

November 5: Order approved extend- 
ing until November 23, 1930, period of sus- 
pension of proposed rates for telephone 
service in Mt. Vernon, stated in rate sched- 
ule Ill. C. C. 2, of Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. 

November 20: Hearing at Springfield 
in the matter of the proposed advance in 
rates for service of the Herrick Limited 
Telephone Co. in Herrick, Shelby county, 
stated in rate schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1, 
filed by the company. 

November 20: Hearing at Springfield 
before Chairman Hadley in the matter of 
the proposed advance in rates for service 
of the Illinois Northern Telephone Co. in 
Macomb, McDonough county, stated in rate 
schedule Ill. C. C. No. 2, filed by the com- 
pany. 

November 21: Hearing at Springfield 
before Commissioner Brinkman in the mat- 
ter of application by the Bond County 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. for an order 
authorizing the issue of $27,000 par value 
of its common capital stock. 

KANSAS. 

November 12: Application granted of 
Elkhart Telephone Co. for permission to 
sell its telephone plant and property at 
Elkhart to the Western Telephone Co. 

November 12: Application granted of 
Western Telephone Co. for a certificate of 
convenience and authority to transact the 
business of a telephone utility at Elkhart. 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Telephone Co. at Reserve to 
sell its plant and property to the American 
Telephone Co. 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of American Telephone Co. for a certifi- 
cate of convenience and authority to trans- 
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act the business of a telephone utility at 
Reserve. ae 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Telephone Co. to sell its plant 
and property at Hamlin to the Central 
Kansas Telephone Co. 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of American Telephone Co. for a certifi- 
cate of convenience and authority to trans- 
act the business of a telephone utility at 
Hamlin. 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of Central Kansas Telephone Co. for a 
certificate of convenience and authority to 
transact the business of a telephone utility 
at Portis. 

November 18: Hearing on application 
of the Bushton Telephone Co. for a cer- 
tificate permitting it to issue and increase 
its capital stock in the amount of $2,800. 

November 29: Hearing on application 
of Lansing Telephone Co. for a certificate 
relating to its issue of common stock and 
first mortgage bond in the amount of 


$12,500. 
MAINE. 


October 21: Somerset Farmers Co- 
operative Telephone Co. authorized to es- 
tablish physical connection with the Maine 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


MICHIGAN. 

November 13: Hearing held in the mat- 
ter of application by Michigan Bell Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to purchase the 
Beaverton Telephone Co. 


MINNESOTA. 

November 14: New Richland Telephone 
Co., operating exchanges at New Richland 
and Waldorf, authorized to transfer all its 
telephone properties to the Central West 
Public Service Co. 

November 14: In the matter of the 
complaint of J. H. Holland against the 
Pokegama Rural Telephone Co. alleging 
refusal to furnish telephone service, the 
Pokegama company directed to install its 
telephone in residence of petitioner, under 
the terms and conditions generally required 
of its present subscribers. 

November 14: Green Valley Rural Tele- 
phone Co. directed to disconnect the wire 
circuit now attached to its rural line and 


extending northward from a point near: 


the residence of George Schmidt and to 


cease to render rural service to Roy 
Myers. 
November 18: Hearing at Redwood 


Falls in the matter of the application of 
the Redwood Falls Electric Telephone Co. 
for authority to change its rates at Red- 
wood Falls, cancelled, owing to the 
crowded condition of the commission's cal- 
endar. 

: NEVADA. 
November 7: Bell Telephone Co. of 
Nevada authorized to purchase the White 
Pine Telephone Co. operating at Piochee, 
McGill and Ely for the sum of $69,000, 
and the Utah-Nevada-Idaho Telephone Co., 
operating at Austin and Roundmountain, 


for $36,000, together serving a total of 500 
Stations. 

; OHI. 

November 12: Logan Home Telephone 
0., Logan, operating in Hocking and Vin- 
ton counties, filed an application for au- 
thority to revise its schedule of rates, ef- 
fective as of December 1. 

B PENNSYLVANIA. 

Nov mber 5: Hearing held in the mat- 
ter of the complaint of the city of Erie 
against the Mutual Telephone Co. for 


lees excessive rates for service on 
tlephone lines in that city. 
N WISCONSIN. 
Ovember 1: Wisconsin Telephone Co. 
filed anr 


; L plication for permission to increase 
ates in Marinette and Sheboygan Falls. 
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Receiver .. . 


Not merely moist- 
ure proof but act- 
ually water proof 
are these receiver 
and desk stand 
cords. Due to the 
rubber jacket which 
acts as both insu- 
lating and water 
proofing medium, 
these cords are 
recommended 
for outdoor 
equipment, 
portable 








THE 


WORLD FAMOUS 
RADIO STATION 
AT 


RUGBY, enc. 


iS EQUIPPED WITH 


ALTON 





FOR IMPORTANT DUTIES 
SPECIFY ALTON 


ALTON Se Ss 


Cables:—BATTERY, ALTON, ENGLAND 


Codes:—A B C, 6th Ed. NTLEY’S 


BATTERIES 


WATER PROOF CORD 


© 


RUNZEL-LENZ 


Electric Mfg. Company 
1751 N. WESTERN AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Dependable since 1904 





















. Desk Stand 


telephones, mines [Ff 
and tunnel work 
where extreme |F 
moisture and damp- 
ness takes its toll 
of cords not fit to 
combat such con- 
ditions. 

Furnished only with 
black mercerized 
cotton braid. 
V arious lengths 
available. 
Prices and com- 
plete details 
gladly given 
without 
obligation 








—_———_ 











TELEPHONE 
TREE 
PRUNERS 


A 100% Satis- 
factory Line of 
Tools for Line- 


men’s Use. 







EASY OPERA- 
TION 
LONG LIFE 
MAX. SAFETY 


The approved equip- 
ment of the largest 
public utility com- 
panies. 


Write to our sales rep- 
resentative or to us for 
descriptive matter and 
prices. 


Sales Representative 
John H. Graham & Co., Inc. 


113 Chambers St. 
New York City 


MFG. BY 
SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, Inc. 
Oakville, Conn: 
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OPPORTUNITIES: 


Rates 10 cents per word, payable m advance. Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 





“REBUILT” TELEPHONE 
APPARATUS 


and exchange equipment saves you jv 
te 50 per cent—quality and efficiency 
guaranteed. 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED 


fer the installation and operation of a 
complete exchange—Magneto or Cen- 
tral Energy. 


TWENTY YEARS’ SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 


of our “Rebuilt” Equipment Depart- 
ment puts it past the experimental! 
stage. Ask for our Free No. 78 Bar- 
gain Bulletin. 


ADDRESS 
“Rebuilt” Equipment Department 


Premier Blertric Lompany — 
Chicago, IIL. 


“REBUILT” when connected with 
PREMIER means something. 








RECONSTRUCTED EQUIPMENT 


Western Elec. No. 2C Ball type combine ” 
line drops and jacks, per strip 5..... 7.5 


Kellogg No. 301 or Monarch combine 
line drops and jacks; per strip 5..... 7.50 
Western Elec. No. 229 Transmitters $1.10 
—=No. 8938 type @...wcccccccecsevcces 1.25 
Western Elec. No. 143 Receivers with 
CE dine a 4 bee ee 6¥0 402 8SCTRG a 1.25 


Western Elec. New No. 143 Rec. Shells 


WH COD @ ccccccvcsiccevcccccesese 37 
Automatic Elec. Slip type receivers with 
SO FED io bc Horch ede cecteneeseisosstes 1.10 


Kellogg 3-bar 1000 or 1600 ohm Bdg. 
desk set with inside connection signal 
sets @ $10.00—4-bar $10.75—5-bar @ 11.50 

New Rebuilt Short type cabinet inside 
connection magneto compacts with 
Kellogg or Western Electric Trans- 
mitters & Rec., 3-bar 1000 or 1600 
ohm $9.60—4-bar @ .....cccescceceee 10.50 


Kellogg No. 2696 type 4-bar 1000 or 1600 


GEE COE occ cc ctcsawocesccse 8.50 


Kellogg No. 6 Cordless P. B. X. board 
with 6 local lines and 2 trunks...... 50.00 
Write for Bulletins 


REBUILT ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT CO. 


1940 West 21st Str., Pilsen Station, 
Chicago, Ill. 











HAVE YOU ANY OLD TELE- 
PHONE EQUIPMENT 
TO BUY OR SELL? 


Then try the “Opportunities” page in 
TELEPHONY for it will give you 
quick and pleasing results, as the fol- 
lowing letter from the Manteca Tele- 
phone Co., Manteca, Calif., testifies: 
“Enclosed please find check in payment of 
invoice for tiaseined advertisement. Had 
Sime resulis from the advertisement as is 
usual in good old TELEPHONY.” 


We receive many similar letters 
eve day. 





WHY DON’T YOU GIVE IT A TRIAL? 








POSITIONS WANTED 





POSITION WANTED—By telephone 
man, age 28; 10 years’ experience as all 
around telephone man, common battery 
or magneto. Address 7611, care of 
TELEPHONY. 





WANTED-—Steady position as main- 
tenance man; common battery or mag- 


neto. Experienced and reliable, with 
good references. CLAUDE DISBROW, 
Bluffs, II. 





WANTED—Experienced bookkeeper, 
makes out financial statements, income 
and commission reports, 14 years in 





service, wishes employment. Address 
7603, care of TELEPHONY. 
WANTED POSITION—As lineman, 


troubleman, or manager; can_ splice 
cable, repair switchboard; wife expe- 
rienced operator; best references; avail- 
able at once. P. S. Miller, Connersville, 
[Indiana (General Delivery). 





WANTED — Permanent position as 
maintenance and trouble man, with re- 
liable company. Age 26; 6 years’ expe- 
rience both magneto and common, Wife 
experienced operator. Iowa or Indiana 
preferred. Best references. Address 
7620, care of TELEPHONY. 





FOR SALE 


W. E. 24-VOLT switchboard lamps @ 
$10.00 per 100. Bakelite mouth-pieces 
for W. E. Transmitters @ $6.00 per 100. 
Armatures for W. E. No. 22 generators 
@ 75c, for W. E. No. 47 generators @ 
$1.00, for W. E. No. 48 generators @ 
$1.25. Monarch Ring, Listen and Ring- 
back Keys @ $1.00. No. 17 parallel 
bronze drop wire @ $6.50 per 1000 feet. 
The TELEPHONE REPAIR SHOP 

6966 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago. 








FOR SALE—One-half interest or all 
of my RADIO broadcasting station and 
system. Located in Walnut, Kansas. A 
thriving country town with oil and gas 
developments around it. Address 7615, 
care of TELEPHONY. 





FOR SALE—250 fir telephone cross 
arms 234x334, 8 pin. Cheap. Chouteau 
County Tel. Co., Big Sandy, Mont. 





FOR SALE—During November— 
Monarch compact wall type telephones, 
3-bar 1000 ohms @ $8.00; 4-bar 1000 or 
1600 ohms @ $8.50; 5-bar 1000 or 1600 
ohms @ $9.00 each. Monarch - Desk 
telephones, 3- and 4-bar 1000 to 1600 
ohms, $8.50 to $9.25 each. Thoroughly 
Rebuilt and Refinished. Guaranteed to 
look and work as good as new. Dyvig 
Electric Shop, Inwood, Ia. 








NE 


Ww 
GREEN CORDS 


2 conductor stand cords $ .25 
3 conductor stand cords .35 
4 conductor stand cords’ .45 
5 conductor stand cords’ .55 
Kellogg No. 26-D oper- 
ator’s cord ........ 35 
Kellogg No. 67-D oper- 
es le 55 
Kellogg No. 239 oper- 
ator’s cord ........ 55 
New Western Electric 
Co. green, red or 
white 2 conductor 
switchboard cords for 
S.C. No. 57 plug, 72- 
inch 


Buckeye 
Telephone & Supply 


Compan 
1432 S. Parsons Ave. eS 0. 














— 


TO OBTAIN the Right 
Man for your require- 
ments, an “Opportunity’s” 
advertisement will place 
him in touch with you. 

















WANTED 





WANTED—Will trade 600 acres lana, 
improved, near large city, soon ready 
for development, for telephone property. 
Address 7613, care of TELEPHONY. 








HELP WANTED 





WANTED—First class cable splicet 
wanted at once. Top salary and good 
steady job to man that can handle all 
classes of splicing and clear cable trou- 
ble. The Sussex Telephone Co., New- 
ton, New Jersey. 


The advertiser appreciates your mentioning TELEPHONY. 
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